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CHILDHOOD UNDER THREAT
FROM POVERTY, CONFLICT, HIV/AIDS, SAYS UNICEF 
Tirana, 9 December 2004 -- Childhood is being undermined throughout the region and around the world by poverty, conflict and HIV/AIDS, according to The State of the World’s Children 2005, UNICEF’s annual report on global child conditions. Across the world and the Balkan region, there is a gulf between our ideal of what childhood should be – a time of safety – and the reality. 

The State of the World’s Children 2005 paints a grim picture of families worldwide struggling to survive, of children suffering the anguish of wars created by adults and the ominous march of HIV/AIDS. But these horrors are not accidental. They are the result of deliberate choices, which means they can be prevented. Even poor countries can protect their children from the impact of poverty, war and disease if they decide to do so. 

The report notes that more than half the children in the developing world – 1 billion children – suffer from some form of severe deprivation, from poor nutrition to lack of education.
The report was launched today in Tirana by UNICEF Albania Representative Carrie Auer and in London by UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy. 

Here in Albania, poverty has exposed children to abuse, exploitation, violence and neglect. It has led to the trafficking of many children and prevented thousands of others from realizing their rights to education and adequate nutrition, as well as participation and leisure. Hundreds are kept locked at home to protect them from blood feud killings. 

 “If children can go hungry, be bought and sold, be excluded from education,” said Ms Auer, “then we have failed to protect them as we promised 15 years ago, when the Convention on the Rights of the Child came into force.”

The report takes a new approach to measuring child poverty. It identifies key ‘deprivations’: threats to child survival, health and education; lack of meaningful participation in community life; and lack of protection from exploitation and abuse. “Looked at from this angle, it is clear that poverty is about more than money,” noted Ms 

Auer.

Childhood is such a short period that even a few years spent in poverty at this crucial time can have lifelong consequences: loss of education, poor health, lack of opportunity. 

What can be done to make childhood a safe and nurturing period of life? The actions called for include:
· To fight poverty, governments need to develop policies to improve living conditions for all children regardless of income and ensure their access to basic services.

· To fight conflict, we need to address the underlying causes of violence and invest in peaceful conflict resolution.

· To fight the impact of HIV/AIDS on children, all partners must work to prolong the lives of parents and provide economic, psychosocial and other support.
Childhood is the foundation of the world’s future.  Great nations grow when children come first in every consideration.
* * *

The State of the World’s Children 2005 and supplementary materials can be downloaded from the UNICEF website at www.unicef.org 
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