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Forty eight per cent of youth believes that if the economic situation will be improved, Albania will be a better place to live in, while still forty four per cent of the children would like to live in another country in the future.

Tirana 20 February 2009 - The second national youth opinion poll, titled "Albania Young Voices", which reflects the views of Albanian children from 9 to 17 years, provides an unusual look into the thoughts and feelings of Albanian young people, their perception about the present and future of the country.
This survey is conducted in 2007 and it’s the first of this dimension on children and young people in Albania. Although a National Youth Poll was conducted in 2001, no study on young people has targeted before a sample of this size with the participation of 2240 children.
The survey “Albania Young Voices” gives an overview on children from relationships to hopes and fears about the future to substance abuse and knowledge of children's rights. It appeals on the lack of culture/sports/leisure facilities, and sixty five per cent of children claim about high air pollution in Albania. Despite positive predictions about the future, forty four per cent of the children said they would like to live in another country in the future. 
Interesting highlights are made by children on environmental issues and Albanian’s EU integration such us: 
“Laws should be tougher for the environmental issues. There should be persons to monitor the environment. If a citizen throws trash in the street, he should be fined as in the other countries” says one of the high school girls, in Shkoder. 

“For Albania would be very important to be part of the EU. This would attract many people to Albania and would raise the living conditions” says one of the compulsory school boys, interviewed in Korca.
The National Youth Poll will serve to the Ministry of Youth, Tourism, Culture and Sports to establish the baseline about the situation of young people in Albania. Moreover, the survey will be used as an advocacy tool to influence the attitudes and actions of several decision makers to have better policies in place for the best interest of children and youth.
This publication is made possible by Institute for Development Research and Alternatives in Tirana with UNICEF support.
Fast Facts 
· Level of happiness: from (46%) in 2001, in 2007 happy children are (67.5%), not happy/not sad (30%). 
· There is an increase in the number of children who feel very safe and safe in their neighborhoods, (84%) in 2007 compared to (64%) in 2001. 
· In (45%) of cases, hitting and screaming happens when children behave badly.
· (44%) of children know someone of their age who has tried at least once tobacco, and 29% know someone addicted to it. 


· (58%) say that government never listens to their views on children's issues, only 10% of children, think that government considers their opinion when taking decisions concerning them.
· Main concern of children and youth: lack of culture/sports/leisure facilities

· 50% have very little or no real information about HIV/AIDS, most admired occupation: medical doctors (15%), teachers (12%) and soccer players (12%); more children not in school as compared to those in school want to become businessmen. 
· Most children would agree for Albania’s membership into EU saying that this would bring economic development (60%) and freedom to move to other countries (45%).
· 44% of the children said they would like to live in another country in the future - mainly in Western Europe or North America. 
· High air pollution (65%), poor waste management (46%) and lack of green spaces (33%) are the most common problems of environment in Albania. 
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