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Albanian youth call for more investments in adolescents as way to break down cycles of poverty and inequity
Shkoder, 25 February 2011 – Many young people, especially from marginalized communities, do not enjoy full access to quality education, sexual and reproductive health care, support for mental health issues, or protection from violence, abuse and exploitation. Many adolescents do not have the opportunity to participate in decisions that affect their life.  Unless their rights are met, we risk that adolescents get caught up in a vicious cycle of poverty and exclusion that robs them of their opportunities – says Detlef Palm, UNICEF representative.

Young people between 15 and 24 years make up 19 per cent of Albanian’s population. Most young people say that their opinions are not valued, that they find it hard to obtain reliable and useful information, and that they lack skills to make good choices in life — lost opportunities to reach their full potential.
Fulfilling our commitments to adolescents – as required by the Convention on the Rights of the Child and other human rights instruments – is not only the right thing to do; it is also the smart thing to do.  We must sustain the achievements made in the first decade of life of our children, by assisting adolescents with specific programs that help them to complete their education, learn life skills, and protect themselves from harm.


For these reasons, and in support of the second International Year of Youth, UNICEF has dedicated the 2011 edition of its flagship report The State of the World’s Children report to adolescence. The report, released today in New York, examines the challenges girls and boys face as they enter the second decade of their life. It provides the evidence that more investments in adolescents will help to break the intergenerational cycle of poverty and lay the foundations for a more peaceful, tolerant and equitable world.  
UNICEF supports the government to equip adolescents with knowledge and skills to face these challenges. UNICEF also works with young people to ensure their views are heard and considered in government policies and programmes. Many initiatives have enabled young people to have their say in public decision making and achieve concrete results.  The Youth Parliament in Durres encouraged the municipality to pledge a budget line for youth activities, the Youth Parliament in Lezha advocated for a cleaner environment, in Shkodra and Kukes the national employment services have become youth-friendly and reach out the marginalized youth, and the Youth Parliament in Gjirokastra facilitates interaction across the border with young people in Greece. All over Albania, young people helped to promote gender equality and discussed the importance equal participation of women in elections. Young reporters have been using the power of the media to speak up on the issues that concern them most.
Young people have to play an active role in developing national youth strategies and action plans, including relate to the prevention of HIV/AIDS. Young people can play important roles in data collection and analysis, encouraging their peers to take control over their lives and help tackling poverty and inequity. With proper investments, youth are part of the solution. 
                                                           ****
For further information, to arrange an interview or to obtain a copy of the report, please contact UNICEF:
Anila Miria- Communication Officer, Tel 069 20 24 185 or
Leon Shestani – Social Services Officer
Alketa Zazo – Youth and Health Development Officer
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