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Empower Women to Help Children

Tirana, January 18, 2008 – Eliminating gender discrimination and empowering women will have a profound and positive impact on the survival and well-being of children, according to a new presidential report issued today in Tirana. The report was conducted in the context of a UNICEF’s global report State of the World’s Children 2007:  Women and Children, “the Double Dividend” of Gender Equality. 

The report, State of Albania’s Children 2007: Women and Children in Albania, “Double Dividend” of Gender Equality, is published as part of UNICEF’s series of periodic reports on The State of Albania’s Children. This publication focuses this year on critical gender issues, highlighting in particular the impact of gender on poverty, discrimination and inequality against women, with concomitant consequences on Albanian families and children.

“Women and Children in Albania” shows how promoting gender equality and empowering women – Millennium Development Goal number 3 – will move forward  all of the other goals, from reducing poverty to saving children’s lives, improving maternal health, ensuring universal education, combating HIV/AIDS, and other diseases, and ensuring environmental sustainability” said Carrie Auer, UNICEF Representative in Albania.

The government is making positive efforts to ensure empowerment of women. The National Gender Strategy currently being formulated will enhance the gender perspective of public policies and will help real positive steps to be taken towards achieving gender equality in the future. 
Despite progress in women’s status, the lives of thousands of Albanian girls and women are overshadowed by discrimination, disempowerment and poverty. The report is an effort to analyze several areas that need improvement in the country: 

Inequalities and gender based discrimination in Albania – Data on poverty in Albania testifies to the feminization of poverty and the increasing numbers of children afflicted by it. Between 2002 and 2005, the absolute poverty indicator decreased by 27 per cent.  Data show that poverty reduction is lower in rural areas due, in addition to other factors, to the inferior economic and social status of women in comparison with that of men. 

Education – For every additional year of schooling that women have above the elementary level, the under five mortality rate declines by 3.8 per cent. Data also show that women’s educational levels, especially at or above secondary education, have a positive impact on the improvement of their economic status and reproductive health. 
Employment – Besides having a lower level of employment, women are paid less and are the first to lose their jobs.  A 2005 analysis of the employment status of females between 15 and 64 years of age found that only 14 per cent of women are involved in active job seeking while 86 per cent remain inactive.

Equality in politics and government – Gender inequalities have deepened due to women’s low level of representation in policy and decision making. Women account for only seven per cent of parliamentarians in Albania, and only nine women hold leadership positions in central government. 
The government of Albania has initiated efforts to improve the development of policies and planning for gender equality, but gaps still remain.  In order to improve the situation a series of recommendations are made:

1. Strengthening legal reform as well as the efforts to implement it;

2. Ensuring coordination among government sectors at the central, regional and local levels to implement policies aimed at realizing women rights;

3. Promoting women’s participation in making and implementing gender-based policies;

4. Establishing a comprehensive, disaggregated data collection system based on indicators that accurately measure the situation of women and children at risk.

The report was made possible through the joint initiative of UNICEF Albania, INSTAT and the team of experts from the Republic’s President which contributed strongly to improving the quality of the report. 
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