[image: image1.png]




Civil Society in collaboration with local structures presents an innovative thinking in the field of children’s rights

Tirana, 6 May 2009 -  Observatories for Child Rights established in six regions of Albania (Kukes, Peshkopi, Shkoder, Durres, Elbasan, Korca) set up the bases for a scientific research mechanism on collecting data from Health, Education and Social Protection departments at regional and local level. 
Observatory will contribute on strengthening national capacity to advocate for, monitor and evaluate, evidence based public policies. The policy making institutions will make use of the Observatories’ evidences to propose and coordinate formulation of results-based and child-rights centered policies. 
These mechanism aims at  strengthening of the  capacities of local civil society through trainings to monitor and report on the policy implementation of government towards realization of children’s rights; increase knowledge base on children’s wellbeing situation; monitor the implementation of the Regional/National Plan of Action on Children within the framework of CRC and to report periodically. 
This structure will periodical collects data on the situation of children; prepare and disseminate reports on child wellbeing indicators; prepare annual reports for the progress of the implementation of policies for the realization of children’s Rights in the Regions. 

It is expected that these structures promotes an on-going and regular dialogue between duty bearers and youth/ children and will create proper expertise at regional level to monitor implementation of policies for children’s rights.
The initiative, supported by UNICEF and implemented by Albanian Children Alliance is greeted by the First Lady of Albania, Mrs Teuta Topi and Deputy Minister of Labor Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities, Mrs Marieta Zaqe. 
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