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Press release 
The 20th Anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child - demanding positive change for the treatment of children 

Tirana, Saturday, 21 November 2009 – Twenty years ago, the world came together to say YES to children. While children have the same human rights as adults, leaders recognized that children need special protection and consideration. 

Today the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is the most ratified human rights treaty in human history.  Albania has ratified the Convention in 1992. The CRC is a binding treaty of international law. Its universal principles apply for all children, in all countries and cultures, at all times and without exception.

The CRC has transformed the way children treated throughout the world. The Convention demands that decision-makers prioritize the best interests of children in all decisions that have an impact on them. The Convention represents a collective responsibility, shared by every person, community, company, institution and government. To show its commitment, the presidential palace opens its doors today to children, including orphaned children, children from the Roma communities, and children in conflict with the law.

The CRC turns 20 at a volatile time, when economic, climate and population shifts threaten progress made – also in Albania. This commemoration aims to recognize and revitalize Albania’s efforts to advance children’s rights. With sound leadership, creative collaboration and strong determination it can be an opportunity for governments, civil society, private businesses and parents to renew their commitment and advance and safeguard child rights. 

The CRC and its impact on Albanian children 

The CRC has a strong impact on law and social services in Albania. The articles and the spirit of the Convention led to many improvements including improved health services for children; higher enrolment in schools; better treatment of juveniles in conflict with the law; improved access by young people to information and services. There are more opportunities for children to participate in school governance; a growing understanding of the importance of early childhood education and care; the creation of child rights units in municipalities and National Observatories to monitor children’s rights. All this reflects Albania's commitment to improving the lives of children. 

However, the Convention has not yet achieved what needs to be achieved. There is much more to be done – especially now that Albania is preparing for European integration. 

There are still too many Albanian children who remain marginalized. Many children cannot attend school or preparatory classes, participate in social and cultural life, or have their opinions neither sought nor listened to. Life remains a hardship for children living in impoverished isolated rural areas or the outskirts of the cities. There are still too many children who live and work on the street, who have been trafficked, or are drawn into blood feuds or conflicts outside of their control. Too many children are neglected and abused. Children from ethnic or cultural minority continue to find it very difficult to integrate and participate as other children do. 

· For instance, according to the latest Living Standard Measurement Survey, 12.4% of all Albanians are considered poor, and half of those are children

· According to the recent Demographic and Health Survey, one out of six children is stunted or too short for their age.

· Only every second child has access to pre-school education. For Roma children, access to pre-schools is only 30%.

“UNICEF believes these challenges can be overcome when all people agree, recognize and accept that all children are entitled to enjoy their fundamental rights,” said Detlef Palm, Representative of UNICEF in Albania.

“We can be divided over many things and across party lines, but we cannot be divided about children. It is good politics when you demonstrate that you care for children and help to ensure the wellbeing of every child. We should unite for children.” 

The widening gap must be closed between the rich and the poor, and those who enjoy their rights and those who cannot. Governments should be judged not by how well some children are served, but rather by how all children are served - including the most disadvantaged. 

Twenty years after coming into existence, the CRC still offers the vision of a world in which all children survive and develop, are protected, respected and encouraged to participate in the decisions that affect them. It reminds us of what is left to do. It enforces the view that children are entitled to universal rights, not objects of charity. Doing the best to fulfil children’s rights is not an option but an obligation.
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