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Representatives from Roma Community attend the workshop on the European Immunization week focusing on reaching the unreached groups

Tirana, 29 April 2010 – European immunization week brought together Health institutions and health providers in Tirana to raise vaccination rates especially in low coverage areas, and among marginalized groups.  Major findings of public health department for 2008 indicate that coverage for Roma children for   OPV3, DPT3 is 70 % compared to more than 95% that is the average.


The campaign is focusing efforts on raising awareness about the importance of immunizing children under the age of five; a key component of immunization weeks.

Several events took place  to remind parents, caregivers and health care providers of the benefits and importance of routine childhood vaccination through , workshops, training sessions, social mobilization where Roma population lives addressing a wide range of vaccine-related issues.
A child health day with Immunization plus activities is organized in a roma community center near Bajram Curri school. Immunization, growth monitoring, screens for parasites and nutrition counseling will be offered for this community.
****
For more information, please contact:

Anila Miria –UNICEF Media, Tel. 069 20 24 185, Email: amiria@unicef.org
Mariana Bukli – UNICEF Health and Nutrition Officer, E-mail: mbukli@unicef.org
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