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Albanian parliament say yes to the Child Rights Law to ensure that no child suffers from deprivation, discrimination, exploitation and deprivation of its rights!

Tirana, 4 Thursday 2010 – Today the Albania Parliament approved the "Law on the protection of the Rights of the Child", with 131 votes in favor. There were no objections or abstentions. It translates the CRC into domestic law and defines mechanisms for its monitoring. Chairpersons of the various involved parliamentary committees, the Minister of Social Affairs and the Minister of Education, as well as delegates from across the political spectrum took the floor in support. 

Speakers noted that in passing of this law:

· Albania's moves forward in meeting its obligations towards CRC implementation;

· A recommendation of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child is being fulfilled;

· The rights of the child are now linked to specific institutional obligations.

Speakers also noted the broad and highly participatory process of law preparation.

Remarkable progress has been made in the welfare of children and fulfillment of their rights during the recent years. Some speakers noted that the law will help to address so far unresolved issues, including child labor, violence against children, or school abandonment. The role of international obligations (including human rights treaties) was noted in helping to improve domestic laws and ultimately the situation of children.

“Children are the greatest resource a society has. As Albania advances towards EU integration, the approval of the child rights law is a significant step forward in the completion of the promised reforms” says Detlef Palm, UNICEF representative in Albania.

UNICEF is particularly pleased that the law was approved with the full support of members across the entire political spectrum – which is in keeping with the principle that "the best interests of the child" have to prevail”. 
The  child rights law deal with the rights to good education, quality health services, social and legal services;  prohibition of all forms of discrimination and abuses against children; justice for children; and effective data collection and information systems to track progress and inform policy related to children.  
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