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Media Advisory

Under-five mortality rates have fallen in Albania, but the disparities persist 
Tirana, 16 September 2011 - According to a report released today by UNICEF and the World Health Organization worldwide under-five mortality has fallen, from 12 million children prematurely dying in 1990 to 7.6 million dying in in 2010. The child mortality estimates presented in this report classify Albania among developed countries where the under-five mortality rate has dropped from 41 in 1990 to 18 per 1000 live births in 2010.

Unfortunately, this rate of progress is still insufficient to meet the related Millennium Development Goal, which calls for a two-thirds reduction in the under-five mortality rate by 2015. 

The new estimates are published in the 2011 report Levels & Trends in Child Mortality, issued by the UN Inter-agency Group for Child Mortality Estimation (IGME), which is led by UNICEF and WHO and includes the World Bank and the UN Population Division.

Globally, the four major killers of children under the age of five are pneumonia (18 per cent), diarrheal diseases (15 per cent), preterm birth complications (12 per cent) and birth asphyxia (9 per cent). Under nutrition is an underlying cause in more than a third of under-five deaths.

Despite substantial progress in reducing under-five deaths, Albanian children from rural and poorer households remain disproportionately affected. According to the 2010 Albania Demographic and Health Survey, children in rural areas are about two times as likely to die before their fifth birthday as those in urban areas. Children from the 60 percent of households with lower incomes are 40 per cent more likely to die before their fifth birthday than children from the better-off 40 per cent of households.

 “Reaching the unreached women and babies with effective care is one of the major challenges. Through the joint program on child nutrition, UNICEF, WHO and FAO are assisting Government and local authorities to promote highly cost-effective interventions such as support and promotion of breastfeeding, improved complementary feeding and standard case management of childhood illnesses” said Detlef Palm, UNICEF Representative. 
“The Maternal, Newborn and Child Health Care Program of the WHO in Albania addresses the issues of quality of care provided to mothers and newborn babies at the hospital level, as well as reassures involvement of individuals, families and communities in the health related decisions’” said Dr. Vasil Miho, Head of the WHO Country Office.
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