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Reforming social assistance to help children escape poverty

Tirana, 29 September 2011 - A new survey on the effect of social assistance on children aims to contribute to the ongoing reform of the current social protection scheme. The survey has been carried out by the Urban Research Institute & National Center for Social studies, supported by UNICEF.
The study helps to improve the understanding of the economic and social dimensions of poverty among children; it assess the effectiveness of social assistance in helping to ensure that children’s basic needs are met; and it makes recommendations for policy and programs that allow children of poor parents to be healthy and learn and develop as any other children.  
The study finds that the current social assistance provides primarily "economic" but no "social" benefits for children. Economic assistance has little impact on children whose parents are receiving it. It has little effect on school attendance or the health and nutrition of children. It does not help children to escape the poverty trap.

“UNICEF is supporting the government reform of the revision of the cash transfer program to make it better work for children. Children inherit poverty from their parents and grandparents. 
A child born to a parent who is poor is more likely to remain undernourished, with less access to health services and more difficulties in school; it is more likely to drop out of school, and less likely to find a job and become a productive citizen. The findings and recommendations of the study will help to transform social assistance from a survival instrument to an investment into poverty reduction” says Detlef Palm, UNICEF Representative.

The survey findings emphasize that the cost of poverty alleviation have to be met not only through cash transfers, but by distributing them also to the education, health and other sectors.
                                                                    ****

For further information please contact:

Anila Miria – UNICEF Communication Officer, e-mail: amiria@unicef.org
Arlinda Ymeraj – UNICEF Social Policy Officer, e-mail: aymeraj@unicef.org
Major Findings  

Health and Nutrition: 

· Children from the poorest quintile consume 3.7 times less food than other children 

· 80 per cent of parents from poor households (including those in NE benefit) state that their children  do not have adequate nutrition

· Children from the poorest quintile are  more vulnerable to chronic diseases; 4 in every 10 children with chronic diseases belong to poorest quintile poor households spend 3.9 times less on health expenditures than non-poor households 

· Social economic aid plays a minor role in protecting children from diseases and supporting growth and development

· Especially children from the Roma community lack attention from health and social programs 
Education:

· Families from the lowest quintile spend 4.8 times less for education of their children than non-poor families

· For children from poor households, school drop-out rates at obligatory school are higher than for other children

Leisure time:

· Children from poor households spend 20.8 time less for recreational and cultural activities than those from non-poor households

· 1 in every 10 poor households possess durable goods and assets that support good health and development of  children, compared with 5 for non-poor households

· 3.5 % of children 5-14 years old are engaged in work outside home; 72 % of  the child-workers belong to poorest quintile

· The number of children who experience violence is 2.3 times higher for children from poor households than for children from non-poor households.
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