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Education for marginalized children still challenging 
Tirana, 19 November 2010 – The 20 November is the anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  On this occasion, the “Bajram Curri” school in Tirana, the Ministry of Education and Sciences and UNICEF are also celebrating the adoption by Parliament of the law on the “Protection of the Rights of the Child”, early in November. The event shall also highlight the importance of education among vulnerable communities. Forty per cent of the children in this school are from the Roma community, and many children have abandoned the school.  
The education system in Albania has much improved over the recent years, though many challenges remain. Pre-schooling is not yet universal, and many children especially from poor communities enter the school unprepared. They have greater difficulties in following the lessons and are at higher risk of dropping out. Not all families are able to adequately support their children in homework or making sure they stay in school. The link between the education system and other social services is not yet fully developed. 
“The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and the new Albanian Law on the Protection of the Rights of the Child is a call to action. Education is at the front line. Education is the best way to ensure integration, and in turn education must be inclusive” - says Detlef Palm, UNICEF Representative. “The school plays a crucial role in promoting tolerance, peace and in fighting discrimination. Education is the best way to ensure equitable progress and development. Investments in children, human capital development, and especially the education system, are investments with the greatest return.”

In Albania, the public expenses for education was estimated to be 3.8% of GDP in 2009, which is still low compared to many other countries.
UNICEF advocates for increased investment in education, including organized early childhood development programmes for vulnerable communities. Schools should be able to equip young people with the life skills needed to fully develop their potential and become productive citizens.
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