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National Conference in Albania on Alternative Care for Children highlights that the best environment for a child’s optimum development is within their own families
Tirana, 23 June 2011 – Alternative care measures for children need to observe the best interest of the child. A two day National Conference was organized by the Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities to introduce the UN guidelines on Alternative Care for Children.

More than 100 participants from different Ministries, the State Social Services and their regional offices, public and non-public institutions, social services providers, and donors agreed that the guidelines, if implemented, will bring concrete improvements for children in need of alternative care, their families and their communities. 

The number of children in residential care in Albania has decreased over the years.  In 2008 there were 768 children in public and nonpublic institutions, while in 2009 their number had decreased to 636.  The UN guidelines describe what policy makers and practitioners should consider when deciding whether a child should be referred to residential care, and which type of alternative care is most appropriate for the individual child. 

 “Children without parental care are at risk of living without a nurturing and protective environment. Therefore, if parental care is not available or inadequate, the first policy response is to support the family, so that parents or close relatives can provide the necessary care. This might be through financial support – economic aid, but also through special services to those families and children so they can stay together. Poverty alone is usually not, and must not, be a reason for parents to relinquish their children” says Detlef Palm, UNICEF representative.

The Conference brought to attention also the need to identify changes in policy and practice to align them with international frameworks.
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