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International Children’s Day
Tirana, 1 June 2010 - To mark the International Children’s Day, the Albanian Government hosted the Child Rights conference to discuss how social policies can better contribute to the promotion and to the realization of the rights of children.

Organized by the Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities, funded by UNICEF and Save the Children, a representative from the children’s government opened the conference and invited the Prime Minister Sali Berisha to report on the realization of the rights of the child. The Minister of Labor, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities, Minister of Education, Minister of Health, Deputy Ministers, senior public officials, and representatives of key government institutions, non-governmental organizations, universities and international organizations also attended the conference. 

In his address, Berisha highlighted the importance of promoting children’s issues in Albania. He stressed that despite the good progress on the policies that tackle health care of mother and child, and child’s education, there still is too much to do, to promote child development. In addition, Berisha also emphasized a zero-tolerance policy against illiteracy. 
The Minister of Education addressed the growing need for access to qualitative education and reduction of disparities. In his speech, Minister of Labor addressed discrimination and exclusion as it relates to child labor. The Deputy Minister of Interior made sure to highlight both the success against child trafficking, and the problem that there is still too much to do to protect children from exploitation. 

“We need to learn that social expenditure for children is not a burden on the Government budget, but an incredibly effective investment in Albania’s future with the highest possible returns” said 

Detlef Palm, UNICEF’s Representative in Albania.  

The Progress and Evaluation report 2005 – 2010 emphasizes the need to focus on the cross cutting social policies, which considerably impact on the reduction of child exclusion. There is a need to increase civil society and local government participation in implementing and monitoring of the strategy, according to the report.

Observatories for Child Rights have been established by civil society organizations in six regions of Albania (Kukes, Peshkopi, Shkoder,Durres, Elbasan, Korca). They have set up the basis for civil society’s contribution to scientific research about the situation of children, and collect data from Health, Education and Social Protection departments at regional and local level. 

The observatories are focused on strengthening national capacity to advocate for, monitor and evaluate, evidence based public policies. A year from now, the observatories will be periodically collecting data on the situation of children; prepare and disseminate reports on child welfare indicators; prepare annual reports for the progress of the implementation of policies for the realization of children’s Rights in the Regions. 

This conference is an opportunity to exchange views on the development of a comprehensive and integrated policy in the field of children's rights in the country. Discussions mainly focused on child poverty and disparities, social budgeting, the education and health of children, and child protection at the local level. 
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