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An Institute for Reintegration of Juveniles is opened in Kavaja 
Tirana, 1 July 2010 - First of its nature, an institute for reintegration of juveniles is open in Albania -  build by EU - in support of Juvenile Justice System reform. The institute has a capacity of 40 children and its purpose is to provide education and development programmes for juveniles in detention.

The Minister of Justice, Mr Bujar Nishani, EC Ambassador, Mr. Helmut Lohan, UNICEF Representative, Mr Detlef Palm, General Director of Prisons, Mr Gazment Dibra, key national and international stakeholders, and media attended the event.

In his address, the Minister of Justice reiterated Albania’s commitment to further the reform of the justice system, looking with particular care to juveniles in conflict with the law. He called upon the staff of the institute and of the penitentiary to humanise the system and serve the purpose of reintegration into society of juveniles in conflict with the law.

EC Ambassador highlighted the need to have a re-integrative approach for juveniles in the penitentiary, offering education and life skills in order for them to become productive citizens. He highlighted some of the successes of the Juvenile Justice programme which was technically supported by UNICEF and financed by the EU and SIDA. The support managed to make alternatives to detention for juveniles become a reality, made victim-offender mediation programmes available, and advanced legislation on probation and free legal assistance.

The UNICEF representative in Albania highlighted the commitment of the penitentiary staff and Albania’s government to humanise the penitentiary system. He called upon all authorities to respect the use of detention for juveniles as a measure of last resort and praised the progress done so far in introducing alternatives to detention. He then encouraged “national authorities to develop an overall strategy to justice for children, so that all the various aspects of the system – options for diversion, mediation, alternatives to detention, post treatment - get fully recognized, used and also budgeted for”.

In reiterating the UNICEF commitment to support Albanian government on the justice for children reform, Mr Palm also noted that “an issue of grave concern is the length of time that juveniles spend in detention – also in Kavaja – while awaiting trial. 70% of juveniles spend their sentence in pre-trial detention. This needs to change. Young age is a mitigating factor. Security measures need to be applied differently, and time for investigation and the judiciary process need to shorten. The principle of presumption of innocence and use of detention as a last resort should prevail, especially for children”.
***

For further information please contact UNICEF office:
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