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Cold chain supplies to improve national immunization programme in Albania

Tirana- May 1, 2008-UNICEF in Albania announced today its support to expand capacities of the public health system to immunize thousands of children and women from preventable diseases. 
Through funding of the Government of Japan, UNICEF was able to provide of cold chain supplies to health centers (80 refrigerators, cold boxes, 500 ice packs; 200 vaccine carriers; temperature recording devices 204 voltage regulators and 1700 freeze tags).


Supply assistance followed a joint UNICEF/WHO assessment of cold chain and logistics capacity earlier in 2008. Cold chain supplies are expected to improve capacity of the national immunization programme and district public health authorities to deliver quality immunization services, maintain high vaccine coverage rates, prepare for introduction of new vaccines ( HiB), deliver seasonal influenza vaccine and help deliver emergency immunization in case of a pandemic.

Immunization stimulates the development of health systems and represents a sound economic investment contributing to better health and to poverty reduction.

The National immunization programme has noted positive developments in Albania with achievement of high immunization coverage at the national level (above 95%) and strong commitment from the Albanian Government covering 100% of the vaccine needs for the country since the beginning of 2005. However, reaching the hard to reach population groups with immunization and other basic child services remain significant challenges for the health system and Ministry of Health.

Following the identification of two cases of avian influenza in domestic poultry in early 2006, the Albanian government supported by the United Nations, World Bank, USAID and other international partners has taken serious steps to prepare to respond the Avian Influenza and a possible pandemic. Increased use of seasonal influenza vaccine and establishing mechanisms for pandemic vaccination are part of the National Pandemic preparedness plan prepared by the Albanian Government.
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