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Press release

Children -led environmental actions in Albania
Tirana 11 December, 2007 – The Ministry of Education and Science, the Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Water Management, the Embassy of the Kingdom of The Netherlands and UNICEF are joining forces to implement the “Child-Led Environmental Education Initiative” (CLEEN) project which will focus on equipping primary school children with knowledge and skills to take action to preserve, conserve and protect the environment.
The CLEEN concept promotes the idea that children learn about the environment, why it is important to protect it, and what they can do to help protect it in a teaching-learning environment which promotes active learning where community institutions are open to child-led environmental action.  CLEEN will develop the competency-based environment curriculum; train teachers to deliver environmental education; develop and supply learning materials for environmental education; and mobilize communities to carry out environmental actions in partnership with the school children.
There are severe and mounting environmental challenges facing Albania that affect child welfare.  The quality of the ambient air does not meet national safety standards, and is deteriorating in quality. Children are often surrounded by waste, which is strewn on the streets and parks where they walk and play. There is lack of awareness and understanding of environmental issues, and unwillingness among individuals and communities to take responsibility.  

For many children school is their only opportunity to discover the importance of growing up in a healthy environment. The CLEEN project will focus on school and community environmental education. 
The CLEEN project will be implemented over a three year period from 2007 – 2010. It is expected that by the end of this project at least 80 per cent of children in 2,000 primary school classes have mastered the environmental competencies of the curriculum; have positive attitudes towards the environment; and have acted to improve the environment in the school, home and community.  
For further information please contact UNICEF office:
Anila Miria- Communication officer 069 20 29 021 or 
Linda Bushati, Project officer Early Childhood Development 
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