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Press release
Tirana 31, October 2008 – Data collection for the Albanian Demographic Health Survey will begin on November 3, 2008.  This is the first time that the Demographic and Health Survey will be implemented in Albania, and it is expected that it will improve the knowledge base on children and women and provide decision makers with data for informed policy action.
The Albanian Demographic Health Survey (ADHS) will provide up-to-date information on characteristics of households and population, migration, education, fertility, family planning, infant and child mortality, reproductive health, child health, sexual behavior, HIV/AIDS and sexually transmitted diseases (STDs), breastfeeding practices, gender and violence. The survey will produce statistically sound and internationally comparable estimates of social indicators.

The preparatory work started in 2007, and has involved planning, questionnaire design, pretest and training. Approximately 9,000 households will be visited by 100 interviewers over a four-month period to collect data based on a standardized questionnaire. The data collection phase will be followed by data processing and report writing with final results ready for dissemination by September 2009.  Interviewers with use Personal Data Assistants (PDAs) for data collection – an innovative approach used only in a few national surveys before this.

The Ministry of Health and INSTAT call for the participation and collaboration of all families who will be visited by ADHS field interview teams by providing all requested information. All data will be kept strictly confidential.  An important part of data collection process will be measurement of blood pressure, measurement of weight and height, and rapid testing for anemia.

The ADHS has received major funding support from international agencies: U. S. Agency for International Development (USAID), United Nations’ Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Swiss Cooperation Office (SCO), United Nations’ Population Fund (UNFPA), the World Health Organization (WHO).  The Ministry of Health is leading the ADHS process and the Institute of Public Health and INSTAT are the local implementing agencies. Technical assistance to ensure quality of the survey and build local capacity is being provided by MACRO International.  
The Demographic and Health Survey results are extremely useful to those seeking to understand the current situation, adjust policies where needed, and plan better actions for women and children’s health.
                                                                   ****

For more information please contact:

Ela Petrela DHS coordinator IPH 

Tel: 06840 58013






Lantona Sado DHS coordinator INSTAT







Tel: 0692072884
Ministria e Shendetesise





WHO








