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ALBANIA MAKES FIRST PRESENTATION 

TO UN COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
Tirana, 10 January 2005 -- On 12 January Albania will make its first presentation to the Committee on the Rights of the Child in Geneva. The presentation follows submission of the country’s first report to the Committee, which is responsible for making sure that nations fulfil their obligations after ratifying the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Albania ratified the Convention in 1992.

“In the past few years, Albania has made significant progress in realizing children’s rights,” said UNICEF Albania Representative Carrie Auer. “Action against child trafficking, the new Family Code and the juvenile justice legislation which is about to come before Parliament are all advances to be proud of. But much still needs to be done. During the first half of 2005 we at UNICEF will support the Government to develop a concrete national plan of action for children.”

On 28 January, the Committee on the Rights of the Child will release its Concluding Observations, which will include suggestions for further action to realize children’s rights in Albania. 
The Committee on the Rights of the Child operates under the auspices of the United Nations. Every country that has ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child assumes a legal obligation to implement the rights recognized in the treaty. But ratifying is only the first step, because recognition of rights on paper is not sufficient to guarantee that they will be enjoyed in practice. Each country incurs an additional obligation to submit regular reports to the Committee on how the rights are being implemented. This system of human rights monitoring is common to all UN human rights treaties. To meet their reporting obligation, States must report initially two years after ratifying the Convention and then every five years.
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