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Press release
Each school a library!
Tirana 19 December 2006 – Enhancing the reading skills of children in Albania and promoting the culture of reading is the aim of the Albania Reads initiative launched today at Bajram Curri School in Tirana. 
Recent reports indicate that there has been a decline in reading achievements in Albania when compared to other countries in Europe.  In addition, a recent survey conducted in the North of Albania, indicates that only 11 per cent of children have a book and the number of books purchased per person is the lowest in the country.  
Albania Reads is being implemented in collaboration with the Ministry of Education and Science.  It was initiated in 2006 and aims to provide a library for each public school.  Efforts to re-establish school libraries are part of the reform strategy being implemented to improve the quality of education in Albania.  The Ministry of Education and Science has taken the decision to provide support to each school to purchase library books each year to ensure that libraries remain updated.

The initial focus is to provide libraries to all compulsory schools, especially those located in the north such as Kukes, Tropoja and Dibra. The project is being extended to rural areas in Tirana, Durres, Korca, Fier and Shkodra. 
While the initiative focuses on establishing school libraries, other activities supported include:  community reading corners; teachers training; development of a magazine for children; setting quality literature standards; and workshops for authors of children’s literature.  As a result of the Albania Reads initiative, minimum standards for school libraries will be established and the culture of reading strengthened amongst children, parents and communities.
“UNICEF is committed to continue to support the Ministry of Education and Science and other partners in order to improve the quality of education and ensure that every child has the opportunity to learn” says Carrie Auer, UNICEF Representative.

Albania Reads has been generously supported by through a public-private partnership.  To date, 104 school libraries have been provided by the private sector – Vodafone (70 schools), Reiffesien Bank (20 schools), and AMC (34 schools).  Through UNICEF support, 42 school libraries have been established.  All together, 166 schools have new libraries.  
The public-private partnership also includes publishing houses which have donated over 3,000 books and have offered books at discounted prices.  Municipalities and Chambers of Commerce are coming forward are joining the initiative as well.The Municipality of Durres has committed to supporting 2 school libraries this year and has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with UNICEF.  Other municipalities that are in the process of negotiations to support school libraries are Korca, Fier, and Gjirokastra. 
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For further information please contact

 Linda Bushati – Project Officer ECD; tel 273 3356/7/8/9
or Anila Miria Communication Officer 
www.unicef.org/albania

