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UNICEF, GOVERNMENT OF ALBANIA SIGN AGREEMENT 

FOR PURCHASE OF AIDS DRUGS
UNICEF will facilitate purchase of anti-retroviral drugs, funded by Government
Tirana, 15 April 2005 -- Today the Ministry of Health and UNICEF signed an agreement of cooperation to purchase anti-retroviral drugs to treat 50 people living with HIV/AIDS in Albania. The Government has allocated $150,000 for anti-retroviral drugs and is funding 100 per cent of the purchase. The agreement will ease the process for purchasing the drugs through UNICEF Supply in Copenhagen, ensuring speedy delivery and high quality of drugs. 

Albania has been providing anti-retroviral drugs since September 2004, and for 2005 the quantity has been doubled. University Hospital Centre of Tirana has started treatment free of charge under strict medical supervision.  

Albania’s actions in support of people with HIV/AIDS have included:

· Approval of the National Strategy on HIV/AIDS in 2004 

· Establishment of youth-friendly services including confidential testing for HIV/AIDS

· ‘Life skills’ lessons incorporated into the school curriculum  to increase awareness of HIV/AIDS prevention methods among youth 

· Extensive awareness campaign centred around World AIDS Day (1 December) 

As of December 2004, the number of confirmed HIV infections in Albania is 141, with 22 new cases in 2004. The proportion of infections in females has risen from 19 per cent in 2002 to 40 per cent in 2004, reflecting an increasing ‘feminization’ of the epidemic. Heterosexual transmission is predominant, and 70 per cent of cases have been detected among migrants returning from abroad. 
*   *   *
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