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AC Milan raises aid for UNICEF in Albania with football friends

Tirana 14 October, 2008-  Italian football legend, AC Milan, teamed up in an exhibition game with K.F. Tirana at Qemal Stafa Stadium in support of Albania Reads an initiative that supports the establishment of libraries in public schools and a movement that promotes the culture of reading among school children. Thanks to the contribution by AC Milan, UNICEF and partners have committed to opening libraries in an additional 100 schools. 

The Albania Reads initiative is helping to improve the quality of teaching and learning of reading – improving children’s reading achievement.  UNICEF is working along with the Ministry of Education and Science, publishing houses, media, private sector, writers, Albanian celebrities, civil society, children, parents and communities to enhance the reading skills of children in Albania.
“UNICEF is committed to continue to support the Ministry of Education and Science and other partners in order to improve the quality of education and ensure that every child has the opportunity to learn” says Carrie Auer, UNICEF Representative.

The exhibition game between AC Milan is sponsored by Taci Oil and the Sheraton Tirana Hotel Towers to benefit the Albania Reads initiative. The Sheraton Hotel hosted a dinner following the game which was attended by former AC Milan players and featured an auction of players’ shirts and the proceeds were given to UNICEF for the Albania Reads.  Since 1995 Starwood Hotels and Resorts (of which Sheraton Hotels are a part) have been supporting UNICEF through its global initiative “Check Out for Children”, which has raised over US$21 million worldwide for UNICEF programmes.  Funds are raised for the “Check Out for Children” partnership by adding US$1 to each guest’s bill at check out.  

Albania Reads has been generously supported through a number of corporate partnerships.  To date, 1,270 school libraries have been provided by the generous support of the private sector – Ikea Foundation, Vodafone Foundation, Raiffeisen Bank and AMC.

In addition to providing libraries to schools, marginalized youth from YAPS (Youth Albanian Professional Services) Foundation are being employed to build new bookshelves and to help with distribution of the libraries. Books have been donated from publishing houses. Teacher training and new governmental policies are promoting the benefits of reading.

Juxhen Hasani, 14, a student from Peshkopi says: “Since we got the library I’ve read about 30 or 40 books. I’ve read Harry Potter, books about Greek mythology, history and others. It really helps me in school.  It’s really improved my reading skills and made me want to read more.”

This hunger for books shows a marked change from two years ago when more than half of Albanian children over 15 years of age were unable to complete more than the simplest of reading tasks.

By nurturing this culture of reading, UNICEF hopes the societal benefits of raising a literate youth will help to improve life for all children in Albania.
About UNICEF
UNICEF works on the ground in more than 150 developing and transitional countries to help children survive and thrive. The world’s largest provider of vaccines for poor countries, UNICEF works to advance the Millennium Development Goals by supporting child health and nutrition, quality basic education for all boys and girls, access to clean water and sanitation, and the protection of children from violence, exploitation and AIDS. 
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