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Major new study highlights concerns for health policy makers
For a summary and full text of the new study, please visit our Publications page.
(Tirana) According to the recent survey "Reproductive and Family Health Related Issues in Albania" only 42% of Albanian women have ever had a gynecological exam, only about 20% of women know what a breast examination is and only 18% of mothers say they saw a doctor during the first trimester of pregnancy. According to UNICEF Albania representative, Roberto Laurenti, "The fact that many women in Albania are not obtaining certain basic health services has serious consequences. This undermines efforts to bring about gender equality which affects families, children and all Albanians." 
The study also looks at issues of adolescent health and behavior as well as child health, drug use, sexual behavior and many other very important current issues that impact on the health of the population. 
Reproductive and Family Health Issues in Albania also raises concerns about public knowledge of how the HIV virus is spread as well as overall low levels of family planning usage. A large percentage of those surveyed had misconceptions about how HIV/AIDS is transmitted and only 17% of respondents said that they use contraceptives. 
Reproductive and Family Health Issues in Albania, a joint initiative of the HIV/AIDS theme group of UN agencies, was produced by the International Centre for Migration and Health in collaboration with the Institute of Public Health and coordinated by the UNICEF Albania office. The study was launched in a press conference and discussion held at Tirana International Hotel on the 8th of November. The study was conducted in mid 2000. A total of 1450 men and women between the ages of 15 and 50 made up the survey sample. The sample is balanced to represent the demographic profile of Albania by age, gender, education, geographical location, employment and marital status.
The survey also looked at migration in Albania. According to the respondents almost a third of young adults have spent some time employed in another country since 1991 indicating a much higher than average rate of "out-migration." Of those who have migrated only 8% did so with a partner yet 41% migrated with their children suggesting that families in Albania continue to be disorganized by the process of migration.








