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Children and Young People projecting their future at the UN Special Session

Tirana May 7, 2002 - World leaders will gather for three days on 8-10 May in New York City for a major conference focused on global progress for children and the key role that investment in children can play in building global peace and security.
Heads of State and Government will have a unique opportunity to publicly reaffirm the existing agreements and commitments for children and renew their own personal commitments to leadership on behalf of children around the world. 
The Albanian President, Mr. Rexhep Meidani, former parliament speaker Mr.Namik Dokle and other senior governments officials will attend the event.
The Special Session on Children hopes to accomplish a review of the achievements in implementing the Declaration and Plan of Action adopted at the 1990 World Summit for Children and a renewed commitment and a pledge for action for children in the next decade.
Delegates will review the report of the UN Secretary-General, "We the Children", which assesses the last decade's achievements and setbacks, highlights best practices and lessons learned, describes the obstacles to progress and makes recommendations for further action. 
The outcome document of the Special Session, "A World Fit for Children", includes a Declaration and a Plan of Action to improve child well-being over the next ten years. The Plan of Action addresses four major areas (health, education, protection and HIV/AIDS) and makes provisions for mobilizing resources and monitoring implementation. 
UNICEF is supporting activities to ensure a wide participation of non-governmental organizations in the Special Session. To this effect, it is ensuring the participation of Albanian civil society, represented by the Children's Alliance, the Youth Parliament and the Albanian Youth Council. 
Former Speaker of Parliament Namik Dokle and Youth Parliament member Suela Popa will represent Albania at the UNICEF Inter-Parliamentary Union Forum.
The Special Session represents the first time that young people are part of government delegations and are acknowledged as equal partners in the struggle to make the world fit for children. Members of the Albanian delegation have been contributing in all the preparatory committees responsible for the outcome document and will also attend most of the side events parallel to the UN Special Session.








