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ALBANIA BEGINS PRODUCTION OF IODIZED SALT
Locally iodized salt will help eliminate iodization deficiency disorders, now afflicting 63% of school children
Vlora, 6 June 2003 - The first production of iodized salt in Albania began today with the inauguration of the iodization line at the Vlora Salt Factory. Local production of iodized salt will help prevent iodine deficiency disorders (IDD), which currently put at risk the mental capacities and academic achievements of 63% of school children in Albania, who don't have enough iodine in their diets. 
Iodine deficiency disorders afflict 43 million people worldwide and are the leading cause of preventable mental retardation. Insufficient iodine in the diet also causes a 10-15 point reduction in IQ (Intelligence Quotient), as well as miscarriage, neonatal brain damage, loss of energy among children and retarded physical development. 
Development of the salt iodization line resulted from collaboration between UNICEF, the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Industry and Energy, and the Vlora Salt Factory. UNICEF provided laboratory and production equipment. 
Iodized salt from the factory is already in shops in Vlora and will be available around the country in the coming months. Iodized salt can be recognized by the yellow logo on the bag. Up until now all iodized salt has been imported.
UNICEF aims to attract private sector support to upgrade the salt factory and increase production of iodized salt in the country. 
The Vlora Salt Factory, one of the biggest in the region, has been producing salt for 30 years. Its workforce of 200 produces more than 100,000 tons of salt a year.
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