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YOUNG GENERATION, THOUGH SHRUNK 20% BY MIGRATION, IS A POWERFUL FORCE FOR CHANGE 
Albanian report on youth in transition identifies challenges but highlights young people's capacities to spur positive social developments 
Tirana December 5, 2003 -- Migration has left behind a generation of youth 20% smaller than it was 12 years ago, and those young people are facing risks their parents never heard of. Yet they are a powerful and motivated force for moving Albania forward if the country taps into their potential. 
These are among the findings of Youth and Transition: Issues Confronting Albania's Key Resource, launched today at Hotel President. It is the first comprehensive study to address the critical issues facing youth in Albania. The report, the first produced by INSTAT's new Social Research Centre, looks at the situation facing young people and its causes and recommends appropriate policies to implement within the social structure. The report, whose preparation was supported by UNICEF, also points out the many new initiatives that give young people a role and a voice in changing their society, such as Youth Parliament, the youth television show Troç, the social business project YAPS and youth-friendly health services..
"This report shows that young people, the age group on the cusp of Albania's future, are not a problem to be solved but a resource to be treasured and nurtured," said UNICEF Representative Roberto Laurenti. "By making youth the subject of its first study, the Social Research Centre demonstrates the government's recognition of young people's crucial role in the country's future." 
Youth and Transition: Issues Confronting Albania's Key Resource looks at five key areas in the lives of youth: 
1) Migration 
The current generation of young people is about 20 percent smaller than it was 12 years ago. In spite of its positive impact on unemployment, migration has increased the number of families headed by young women. Sociologists are concerned as well about increasing violence and criminality among juveniles and young people in these families. Transition has given rise to new norms and values in family creation. In addition to high migration rates, changes in family structure have led to lower birth rates and relatively flat population growth.
2) Conflict with the law
Despite recent positive trends, a large number of children and young people continue to be exposed to violence and risk as a result of the country's uneven economic distribution and weak law-and-order structures. 
3) Exposure to new health risks 
The opening of Albania to the free world and the collapse of state control and public order, particularly in 1997, exposed young people to new health risks. Young Albanians are at high risk of HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted infections. 
4) Education 
Although there are no legal barriers to education, the dropout rate has increased in Albania. Due to social and economic factors, access to education is no longer equal. According to a 2000 survey, about 90 percent of school-age children attend school - but the quality of education is very uneven. Transition-related problems have raised the dropout rate and lowered the enrollment rate, causing further deterioration in education. These indicators are especially low among the poorest groups of the population. 
5) The new labour market 
A considerable number of young unemployed people have left Albania for a better life and employment opportunities, while many who have stayed are among the long-term unemployed. Large-scale unemployment encourages not only the drug trade, but also other social ailments such as prostitution, human trafficking, crime and deviance, while employment brings independence, security, dignity and self worth. 
Albania's young people are fighting vigorously to have a voice and to be part of the solution to their country's challenges. Young people's participation in societal changes, growing more visible every day, demonstrates their courage and motivation to help create a positive future for Albania - which they are willing to build for themselves and their children. 
After more than a decade of transition, it is clear that the government alone cannot ensure the rights of all children and youth. The situation demands participation on all levels of society: government, families, civil society, communities, the private sector and the media, all working together to change the country for its future - children and youth. 
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