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Youth Parliament launches elections throughout Albania
Elections for Youth Parliament in the Prefectures of Tirana, Vlora, Korca and Kukes were held on 23 May 2001.
One year after the elections in Shkodra and Gjirokastra, there are four new elected Youth Parliaments in Albania, which brings to 6 out 12, the number of the Prefectures involved in this project.
Elections were organised by AYC in co-operation with education departments in the prefectures, as well as with school principals.
From the first reports, around 35,000 youngsters participated in the elections. Around 60% of the new young parliamentarians are girls.
Campaign
Elections were organised in accordance with a formula, which takes into account the geographic representation in the prefecture as well as the number of students in the schools.
Election rules of procedures foresee the way the candidates are presented. Election commissions are set-up to organise the election process with participation of students and AYC.
Candidates have equal opportunities to be represented. The campaign was done individually, in the school newsletters, in TV Debates, and school electoral meetings.
AYC (with participation of UNICEF) organised a press conference on the elections, which was attended by many TV-s and journalists of main newspapers, among which TV Norba, TV 2000, ATN, ETV, Shekulli, Koha Jone, ATA etc.
Many reports on Youth Parliament were produced by the local media in the Prefectures, national newspapers and TV-s in Tirana, as well as by the Albanian Telegraphic Agency prior to the elections and on the Election Day.
Election Day
Elections time was agreed with the principals, but in general was from 9:30-12:30. 
Posters for Youth Parliament elections were produced for all the prefectures. Ballot boxes, ID cards and ballot papers as well as T-shirts.
Elections in the schools were organised with the permission of the Education departments and in co-operation with the school principals. 
It is estimated that more then 90% of the eligible to vote participated in the elections (accurate tables will be produced as soon as the minutes are available).
Monitors and media followed widely the process. (Reports will come shortly)
Monitoring

Monitoring was organised accordingly with the participation of local NGO, diplomatic community, UNICEF, as well as representatives of Albanian National Parliament
Elections in all the schools were organised under the care of the schools principals. In general it was witnessed great participation and can assume that more then 90% of the students participated in the elections. Election commissions were in general very well trained and conducted the election process ordinarily.
For more information please contact:
lshestani@unicef.org








