[image: image1.png]




IOM and UNICEF: Launching the Report 
"Overview of HIV/AIDS in South Eastern Europe"
Civil conflict, political upheaval and economic dislocation in South Eastern Europe in recent years have led to an ominous increase in the factors that cause the spread of HIV/AIDS, but because of its apparent low prevalence in the region currently, HIV is not receiving enough attention. As a result, the people most at risk are not being given the information and services they need to protect themselves and prevent the spread of the disease.
These are the findings of a recent report: Overview of HIV/AIDS in South Eastern Europe, jointly prepared by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), released today in Albanian language. 
"Young people in South Eastern Europe are facing the opportunities and risks of adolescence at a time when their families and societies are also in upheaval, which has reduced their capacity to offer youth a supportive environment," said Roberto Laurenti, UNICEF Representative in Albania. "So far, the rate of infection seems to be low. Governments and their partners must give AIDS prevention the highest priority now, before the disease takes hold in the region." 
Another concern is the mobile population: returnees, labour migrants, rural-to-urban migrants, refugees, internally displaced people, victims of trafficking, commercial sex workers and humanitarian workers. "The links between mobility and HIV/AIDS are related to the conditions and the structure of the migration process" added Maurizio Busatti, Chief of IOM Mission. Other groups at high risk are young people living without parental care, ethnic minorities, injecting drug users and men who have sex with men. "For others, the greatest risk occurs in transit, with women who must trade sex to survive. As for countries of origin, the partners of migrant workers lately have been shown to be at increased risk of infection.
In Albania, the risk profile is worsened by the fact that almost 40 percent of the population is under 19, half of the health clinics do not function and only 5 percent of the sexually active population uses condoms, and even so not regularly. The National AIDS Programme believes that the currently reported AIDS cases represent only a small indication of the extent of the infection.
In particular, the report calls attention for a number of actions to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS, with a focus on young people 10 to 24 years old. Priorities for action include information campaigns among high-risk groups, building capacity to treat sexually transmitted diseases, life skill programmes, youth-friendly health services, and a focus on the needs of mobile populations in all national HIV/AIDS action plans. The report notes that, because of the current low prevalence, political commitment for prevention activities has generally been weak in the region. Governments need to be supported and lobbied to invest the modest resources needed to prevent HIV/AIDS from becoming the tragic social and economic burden it has become in other regions. 
The Italian Ministry of Health sponsored the preparation of the report, which is available in the following languages: Albanian, Bosnian, Croatian, English, Serbian and Macedonian.
For further contacts, please contact:
	IOM Public Information Office 
Tel. (04) 257836 / 7
Fax.(04) 257835 
Email: agreva@iomtirana.org.al 
	UNICEF Communication Office 
Tel. (04) 371741 / 3
Fax. (04) 375291
Email: cway@unicef.org 










