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UNICEF, INSTAT study reveals infant death rate most likely higher than previously known
(Tirana - 15 June 2001) According to a recent scientific study Albania's infant mortality rate is 28 per thousand live births - more than a third higher than the rate found in existing records. The "Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey" - or MICS - carried out by UNICEF in partnership with the National Institute for Statistics, surveyed households throughout Albania on health, education and other socio-economic problems. The main cause of child death was acute respiratory infection. The MICS study is the first one of its kind to use internationally accepted standards for gathering social data on a national scale. 
The MICS survey was launched together with another UNICEF study: "Assessment of Social and Economic Conditions in the Districts of Albania," in a public ceremony at Tirana's Rogner Hotel today.
In addition to the figures on child mortality the MICS study also found:
- Albania's adult literacy rate is 88% - a sharp decrease over the rate of ten years ago. 
- The current national primary school enrollment rate is 90%.
- Approximately 25% of Albanian children are classified as malnourished (Stunted -17%, underweight - 4% or wasted - 4%)
- Less than 2% of Albanian women correctly stated that HIV/AIDS could not be transmitted by supernatural means.
- 99% of childbirths are assisted by medical personnel (57% by a doctor and 42% by a nurse or midwife.
- Virtually all pregnant Albanian women receive some kind of pre-natal medical care.
The MICS study represents a major achievement in Albania's ability to measure progress of critically important social and economic indicators according to international standards. The MICS study was carried out with the strong commitment and support of the national government and has been incorporated extensively into its Growth and Poverty Reduction Strategy.
The MICS survey relies on direct interviews carried out in clusters of households (total 5128) that have been scientifically selected to represent the entire population of Albania. Most countries of the world have carried out similar MICS studies in order to measure progress toward meeting the goals set at the 1990 World Summit for Children for the year 2000. The second study launched today by UNICEF represents the first national assessment of social and economic data of all Albanian districts undertaken in an integrated manner. The study also makes an effort to compile a map of progress by all Albanian districts in integrated performance on health, education and social status.








