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COALITION OF GOVERNMENT, CIVIL SOCIETY, UNICEF AND DONORS AGREE ON COORDINATED ACTIONS TO FIGHT TRAFFICKING
Endorsement of comprehensive actions to prevent, protect, repatriate, reintegrate
13 May 2003, Tirana, Albania -- An agreement on coordinated actions to fight child trafficking has been reached between the Government of Albania, a coalition of NGOs, UNICEF and donors. The agreement endorses the action plan of the coalition of nine NGOs under the umbrella All Together Against Child Trafficking (BKTF, se Bashku Kunder Trafikimit te Femijeve). 
This important step forward in the anti-trafficking campaign came on Friday at the conclusion of a three-day meeting of these key partners in Tirana, initiated by UNICEF. It is part of an aggressive approach to trafficking that was significantly advanced in 2001 with the Government's adoption of a national strategy against this crime, which has blighted the lives of thousands of Albanian children. The Government has also established special anti-trafficking police units in all 12 prefectures. Various estimates place the total number of trafficked Albanian children at 5,000 to 15,000, most of them ending up in Italy or Greece.
"With renewed commitment from the Government to fight child trafficking and consensus among all the partners about the strategies, now we can move forward concretely," said Roberto Laurenti, UNICEF Representative in Albania. "We've seen in the news in recent days that the anti-trafficking units can work. With collaboration from neighbouring countries, real progress is possible." 
Workshop participants agreed to this comprehensive approach to fight trafficking:
" Prevention: A widespread information campaign to warn children, families and teachers of the danger in areas where traffickers are known to prey on vulnerable youth, as well as assistance (psychosocial, legal and scholastic) to vulnerable groups.
" Protection: A legal framework in line with international standards, improved enforcement of laws, training for professionals who work with trafficked children, and legal and psychosocial assistance to these children.
" Repatriation, or assisted voluntary return: Development of standards supporting the safe return of trafficked children.
" Reintegration: Establishment of social services, including vocational training and recreational activities, to help children reintegrate into a safe environment in which they can enjoy their fundamental rights.
Combating child trafficking is a key priority of UNICEF Albania, which sponsored the session. Trafficking of children is pervasive but far more hidden than trafficking of adults. But this complex phenomenon does not exist in a vacuum, nor is it inevitable. Traffickers make little headway in communities that are armed with the knowledge and skills to recognize the traffickers' methods and where options for young people make them less vulnerable. 
Among UNICEF's other concrete activities planned for the fight against trafficking this year are:
" Establishment of a Working Group on Child Trafficking led by child protection specialists and governmental authorities and linked to the Government's Inter-ministerial Working Group on Trafficking of Human Beings. This new group will ensure attention to all aspects of trafficking.
" In collaboration with the Government, development of practices and procedures consistent with UNICEF's Guidelines on the Protection of the Rights of Child Victims of Trafficking.
" Establishment of efficient cross-border cooperation to collect accurate data on trafficking, as exemplified by a recent UNICEF-supported meeting between Albanian and Greek anti-trafficking authorities. 
Because children victimized by traffickers generally come from poor and other marginalized sectors of society, UNICEF also collaborates with a variety of partners, especially the private sector and NGOs, to help reduce their vulnerability. Our support to social business - private enterprises that make a profit while creating jobs for marginalized youth - helps employ vulnerable young people who might otherwise be prey to traffickers. Our civil society collaboration includes assistance to the NGOs who make up BKTF. Their patient work with children and their families is the first line of defense against the traffickers, and UNICEF is committed to helping develop their capacity. UNICEF-sponsored youth activities such as the Troc television programme and Youth Parliament also help to involve young people in fighting child trafficking.
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