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Albanian Children's Alliance announces plan to collect 200,000 pledges of action for children 
(Tirana - 13 July 2001) The Albanian Children's Alliance - a coalition of 150 children's rights organizations - announced activities currently underway to participate in the global "Say Yes for Children" campaign in a press conference today. Among other activities the Alliance is aiming to collect 200,000 pledges of action for children throughout Albania. 
The Say Yes for Children campaign is a global effort supported by UNICEF, Save the Children, Plan International and many other national and international organizations to direct public attention toward 10 urgent priorities for children (see below) in the lead up to the United Nations General Assembly Special Session on children in September 2001. Almost 70 Heads of State or Government, including President Rexep Meidani of Albania, have confirmed their attendance at the session, which will approve an agenda for international action for children for the next ten years.
The announcement of the campaign is timed to coincide with the release of the first national youth opinion poll in Albania. (See attached press release) The "Young Voices" opinion poll, sponsored by UNICEF and OSCE is one of many special events that are being held this summer to highlight the Say Yes for Children Campaign. Other events include:
- A pocket sized "Say Yes" ballot has been printed and teams have been organized in all parts of the country to collect signatures: approximately 40,000 pledges have already been collected.
- Internationally acclaimed concert violinist Teddy Papavrami and well known popular singer Aurela Gaçe have recorded television spots endorsing the campaign.
- Top Albania radio is running a promotional campaign featuring the ten points of the rallying call for children.
- "Troç," the national television news magazine produced by and for young people emphasizing participation of youth in decisions that effect them. 
- In September a national assembly of children's organizations will present the results of the Say Yes Campaign to the President of Albania before he departs to the UN special session in New York.
Say Yes for Children: Ten Urgent Actions
The campaign highlights ten important actions, which require global and local priority: 
1) Leave no child out because of poverty, race, gender, religion, ethnic origin etc., 
2) Put children first on public agendas as their needs are urgent, 
3) Care for every child so all children grow and develop properly,
4) Fight HIV/AIDS so that children will be spared this fatal epidemic, 
5) Stop harming and exploiting children which robs their childhood, 
6) Listen to children on issues that effect them, 
7) Educate every child is compulsory and the birth right of all children, 
8) Protect children from war,
9) Protect the earth for children so they will inherit a secure and healthy world, 
10) Fight poverty: invest in children because they are the first to suffer its effects and its damage lasts a lifetime. 








