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Youth opinion survey finds mixed results: almost half plan to emigrate; 2/3 see better future in Albania 
For a summary and full text of the opinion survey, please visit our Publications page. 
(Tirana - 13 July 2001) A national youth opinion poll, titled "Young Voices," reflecting the views of Albanian children from 9 to 17 years of age, was made public today. The survey, carried out by UNICEF and OSCE earlier this year provides an unusual look into the thoughts and feelings of Albanian young people in comparison to the rest of Europe. The groups launching the poll have used the results to call attention to the urgent needs of children. 
The Albanian Children's Alliance - a coalition of 150 children's rights organizations - also announced its participation in the global "Say Yes for Children" campaign. The alliance will collect 250,000 pledges of action for children.
"Albania is a young country: almost half its population is under age 18," said UNICEF Representative Roberto Laurenti. "If almost half of them are planning to live in another country it should be a wake-up call for Albania's leaders to work harder to ensure their future here." By comparison the average number of children and youth in Eastern European countries expressing the desire to live in another country was only 23%. 
The 120-page report of the survey sheds light on 67 different aspects of children's lives, from relationships to hopes and fears about the future to substance abuse and knowledge of children's rights. Some additional highlights:
- 59% witness violence at home; of them 21% witness hitting, 11% are victims
- 31% of Albanian children do not feel safe their neighborhoods
- 70% say their quality of life will be better than their parents 
- Albania's future will improve: 66%; will stay the same or get worse: 27%
- Main concern of children and youth: lack of culture/sports/leisure facilities (63%)
- 58% say local government never listens to their views on children's issues
- Who do children/youth trust?: parents (95%), teachers (43%), head of state (16%), government (10%)
- Level of happiness: happy (46%), not happy/not sad (50%)
- 50% have very little or no real information about HIV/AIDS
- Most admired occupation: singer (71%), actor (25%), artist (7%), politician (2%)
The Young Voices poll was carried out in 27 countries in Western and Eastern Europe and former Soviet republics between December 2000 and February 2001. It reflects the views of 93 million young people and is one of the largest ever youth opinion surveys ever undertaken. The scientific, quantitative opinion poll was sponsored by the UNICEF European Regional Offices with support from ODIHR/OSCE. Interviews were conducted by professionally trained pollsters in the Albanian language with consent of the children's parents but not in their presence. Children to be interviewed were selected according to their age, gender, geographical region and area (urban vs rural) of the country in which they live as well as the socio-economic status of the household. Socio-demographic variables were weighted to reflect official population data in each country. Interviews were conducted with 15,200 children across the region using an identical questionnaire in order to obtain perfectly comparable results. In Albania interviews were conducted with a sample of 400 children, a sample size that presents a statistically valid view of national opinion of the target group. 








