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JUDGES, ATTORNEYS TO BE TRAINED IN DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
UNICEF, Women's Advocacy Centre, Magistrates' School Team Up to Help Legal Professionals
Protect Victims, Hold Perpetrators Accountable
Tirana, 12 December 2003 - A total of 320 judges, prosecutors and attorneys nationwide will enhance their skills in family and domestic violence cases, thanks to collaboration between UNICEF, the Magistrates School and the Women's Advocacy Centre. The judicial authorities will take part in a training process that will seek ultimately to improve the quality of life and limit domestic violence. 
This project aims to improve the way courts, law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, attorneys and judicial police respond to family issues generally and to family violence cases in particular, while recognizing the social, legal, cultural and psychological realities in Albania. Victims of domestic violence rarely take legal action, due to fear of retribution, lack of knowledge about their rights and legal procedures, and loss of confidence in the judicial system. The most violated people in families are children and women. 
"The programme will help the participants learn from their peers how to handle domestic violence cases in a manner that promotes victim and child safety -- while holding the perpetrator accountable," said Arta Mandro, who is directing the training for the Magistrates' School. The sessions will be conducted by the Magistrates' school, as part of compulsory education for lawyers approved by the High Council of Justice. The two-day programmes will be highly interactive and will include practical courtroom activities and problem-solving exercises. They will take place in Tirana, Vlora, Shkodra, Korca, Berat, Gjirokastra and Lezha. 
"We must guarantee to Albanian citizens a fair judicial process, which is a fundamental human right," says Vjollca Mece, head of the Women's Advocacy Centre. "We also need to develop concrete actions to achieve justice in domestic violence cases." The Women's Advocacy Centre began an assessment in early November to evaluate the training needs. The Centre will also facilitate contacts with domestic violence specialists. 
"Children who witness domestic violence are at great risk of repeating it, either as perpetrators or as victims," said UNICEF Officer-in-Charge Lenin Guzman. "It is the beginning of a terrible cycle of abuse that repeats itself generation after generation. This project is an excellent step in helping to stop it."
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