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Joint IATTs Working Group (Education and Children Affected by HIV and AIDS)

in collaboration with the School Fee Abolition Initiative (SFAI) 

 Access to Quality Education, Care and Protection for 

Children affected by HIV and AIDS 

BACKGROUND

Developing countries are confronted by major political, economic and socio-cultural challenges that are threatening social institutions including the family, community structures and other essential social services. The multiple threats to social-community-family systems include: deepening poverty; political instability and conflict situations; recurrent drought; food insecurity; ill-health and the impact of the HIV and AIDS pandemic. These problems have given rise to a rapid increase in the number of orphans and other vulnerable children, which has further intensified the strain on conventional care and support systems. As a result, we have turned increasingly to delivering services for children through schools and alternative learning centres where they spend a high proportion of their time. Despite some success with this, we now recognize that schools in their current form and mandate are being stretched beyond their original purpose and current capacities in efforts to bridge the gap in service delivery for children. 
Eastern and Southern Africa as the epicentre of the HIV and AIDS pandemic is faced with a particularly devastating impact on children and adolescents. Many children have parents who are ill, live in families that are caring for orphans and/or live in communities severely devastated by HIV and AIDS. There is a rapidly growing number of orphans. The estimated 34 million orphans in sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) today are set to escalate to 53 million by 2010; 15.7 million will be directly linked to the AIDS pandemic. The number of children living with HIV is also on the increase. To compound matters, adolescent girls and young women are especially vulnerable to HIV infection and account for 60% of all HIV-positive young people. In many societies, girls and women face greater risks of infection than men because diminished economic and social status compromises their ability to choose safer and healthier life strategies.

The family capacity - whether the head of the household is a widowed parent, an elderly grandparent or a young person - represents the single most important factor in building a protective environment for children who have lost their parents. Without this protective environment, children are at much higher risk of exploitation, abuse, violence and discrimination. More than nine out of 10 children affected by HIV and AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa are living with a surviving parent, sibling or other relative. But these families, most of whom are not receiving any external assistance, are in urgent need of support. 

In addition to the deprivation of family life and a nurturing environment, but also one of the greatest impacts on orphaned children is their absenteeism from school and lower levels of educational attainment, which in turn further increases their vulnerability to HIV infection. According to a UNICEF survey conducted in Kenya, 52% of orphaned children were not attending school in contrast to only 2% of non-orphaned learners who had not enrolled.

Schools play a vital role in protecting children from HIV infection - both through the provision of HIV prevention messages but also through reducing young people's vulnerability by increasing confidence and building the necessary skills to act on HIV prevention messages. One of the largest obstacles to access to schools remains the un-affordability of school fees. Countries which have abolished school fees have seen primary school enrolment figures soar. In attempting to respond to the educational needs of children affected by HIV and AIDS, there is growing consensus that school fee abolition is an important contribution to the response. There are also new challenges around keeping children in school and ensuring that they leave school empowered to take charge of their lives.  These new challenges are around increasing demands on schools to provide not only for new learning needs, protection and safety, but also the care and support required by the most vulnerable children, particularly girls and children affected by HIV and AIDS.  Thus, the education of children affected by HIV and AIDS must be prioritized in the HIV and AIDS response.  This is particularly important because these children are more likely to drop out of school in many countries and are more likely to benefit from the provision of quality education and social services that schools can provide.
A JOINT WORKING GROUP 

A multi-sectoral approach is required to effectively address the challenges outlined above. Collaboration between HIV and AIDS experts, educationalists promoting access and educationalists working on issues of quality is essential. Education constituencies need to mainstream HIV and AIDS in order to ensure that education strategies and systems take account of the particular vulnerabilities and needs of affected children, families and education practitioners. In addition, HIV and AIDS constituencies have a role to play in mobilizing their networks, resources and political momentum to create demand for more appropriate, inclusive  quality education systems. 

In this regard, the Global Partners Forum on Children Affected by HIV and AIDS (London, February 2006) recommended collaboration between the Inter-Agency Task Teams on Children Affected by AIDS and on Education. Subsequently, a joint session of the two IATTs was organized during the Meeting of the IATT on Children and HIV and AIDS (London, May 2006). The objectives of this joint session were to agree on next steps on advancing selected education recommendations on the Elimination of school fees for all children and Support EFA to address quality education and identify concrete collaborative actions. The School Fee Abolition Initiative (SFAI) participated at these two key events and contributed through its work on access to education (which includes also the specific targeting of children affected by HIV and AIDS). 

The recommendations of the joint session were subsequently presented at the first day of the Meeting of the IATT on HIV and AIDS and Education, 17-19 May. It was agreed to establish a  Joint Working Group constituted of the members of both IATTs. In subsequent discussions, it was also agreed that SFAI will join the Joint Working Group as a third pillar in the collaboration in order to ensure that issues related to children’s access to school are linked to and embedded in the work  on quality education, care and protection  of  children affected by HIV and AIDS.

Members of the Joint Working Group

The members of the Joint Working Group represent  the three constituencies of the Education IATT, the IATT on Children Affected by HIV and AIDS and SFAI.  The Joint Working Group is composed of members from the following organizations: UNICEF, UNESCO, the WFP, the World Bank, ActionAid/GCE, Save the Children, PCD, EDC, the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs and  OCAG/USAID.

Working Mechanisms for the Joint Working Group

The Joint Working Group will communicate virtually by email correspondence and teleconference. Other communication can also occur on the margins of key meetings related to education and HIV and AIDS.

Aim and Strategies of the Joint Working Group

The Joint Working Group aims to ensure that the educational rights and needs of children affected by HIV and AIDS are effectively addressed. The work of the Joint Working group will contribute to getting and keeping them in school. It will also contribute to accelerate the provision of quality education that is strong on care and protection. Finally, it will foster learning outcomes that improve the quality of the lives of children affected by HIV and AIDS, as well as reduce their own vulnerability to HIV infection. 

To achieve these aims, the Joint Working Group will pursue the following broad strategies:

· Generate/review evidence on the nature of barriers to access to and provision of quality education for children affected by HIV and AIDS.
· Develop evidence-based guidance and tools on the appropriate education and HIV and AIDS sectors’ response for children affected by HIV and AIDS.

· Through its membership, contribute to the provision of technical assistance to countries to operationalize guidance and promote education access and quality for children affected by HIV and AIDS.

· Promote the sharing of experience and information between countries, agencies and organizations promoting education access and quality for children affected by HIV and AIDS.

ACTIVITIES PROPOSED FOR 2007

Access to Basic Education

· Study on school fees and children affected by HIV and AIDS : This study investigates the private costs of primary school education in Sub-Saharan Africa and how these costs are being met for children affected by AIDS. The purpose is to increase understanding of the measures needed to mitigate these costs for particular households, for example through waivers or exemptions. The study has been developed by UNICEF's HIV/AIDS Unit in collaboration with SFAI. It has undergone an extensive review process in 2006 (that included HIV/AIDS and SFAI networks). It now needs to undergo an editing process and will be available on the SFAI website and for dissemination in May 2007. The budget for this work is being met by UNICEF.

· Technical Guidance Note on access to schools for children affected by HIV and AIDS : This 10-page Technical Note will summarize the findings of the above study in the form of guidance to countries and it will serve as a tool for implementation and for dialogue with policy makers, civil society and the donor community. It will be developed by the IATT on Children Affected by HIV/AIDS and SFAI and will be reviewed by the Joint IATT Working Group. It will be available in June 2007. The budget for this work is being met by UNICEF. 

· Operational Guidance Paper on School Fee Abolition : The Operational Guidance Paper (OGP) is one of the main SFAI outputs. It is based on experiential knowledge and analysis of successes and pitfalls. It lays out 6 steps guiding countries through sound school fee abolition processes, including the specific targeting of children affected by HIV and AIDS. The OGP has been developed in 2006 and reviewed by a wide network of experts, including HIV/AIDS networks, and will be published jointly between the World Bank, UNICEF and UNESCO/IIEP. A dissemination plan will be developed, including the organization of consultations and training workshops in collaboration with the World Bank and UNESCO/IIEP, especially for the SFAI countries. The OGP will be improved on the way. It will be available in March 2007.

•
Guidance and support to SFAI countries : SFAI is now engaged with 23 SFAI countries for support in school fee abolition planning and implementation. Engagement is taking the form of technical support missions, facilitation of exchange between the countries, and training around the Operational Guidance Paper. Support is already under way and missions are planned in DRC, Papua New Guinea and Yemen in the first quarter of 2007. Missions are budgeted by SFAI partners. See attached SFAI Report for more information, as well as concept note of the latest Conference in Mali, which gathered the 23 countries (the Conference report will be available soon).
Quality Education, Care and Protection

· Evidenced based document on the review of related policies and plans, research and other literature at global, regional and national levels: The review of related literature will include  the following: a) Policies, legal frameworks and costs of quality education including innovative approaches to accelerate service provision and child participation; b) Packages, approaches and whole school models linking learning, protective environments, support and services (including CFS, WASH, FRESH, Centres for Care and support); c) Specific learning needs of children affected by HIV and AIDS (including curriculum content as concerns HIV prevention, life skills and treatment education, as well as learning-teaching methods).. The Situation analysis will be available in June 2007. The budget for this work is being met by UNICEF.
· Assessment methodology guide: This Assessment methodology guide will give attention to threats and risks analysis tools, and will be developed for investigating: learning; protective environments, essential services, child participation; community participation; legal frameworks and policies; and frameworks for monitoring and performance assessment. The assessment methodology guide will be available in September 2007. The budget for this work is being met by UNICEF. The consultants will share the data collection instruments with the Working Group prior to administering them. 
· In-country research reports on quality education care and protection: These in-country research reports (Tanzania and Swaziland) will establish whether systems are in place both downstream and upstream to mainstream and scale up HIV education interventions in schools. In that way ensuring that in the medium to long term there is a predictable flow of investments to schools and that the interventions in place are building on what is already there on the ground in terms of structures, procedures and institutions. This includes partnerships through broader education sector mechanisms like SWAps, and inter-ministerial collaboration through the Medium Term Expenditure Frameworks (MTEFs), National AIDS Councils, Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs), local government authorities. The budget for this work is being met by UNICEF. 
· Operational Guidance Paper on Quality Education, Care and Protection: The operational guidelines that will inform the implementation of school-based models of learning and delivery of essential services for children with a focus on care and support in the two participating countries. It will be available October 2007. The budget for this work is being met by UNICEF. 
Consolidation of the work on access and quality

· Final and consolidated and action-oriented report: Quality Education, Care and Protection for Children affected by HIV and AIDS. 
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