BioVision – 5th World Life Sciences Forum

March 2007, Lyon, France

Children’s Final Statement
Children are at the heart of the MDGs

  A call for action to scientists, business leaders and civil society 

Preamble
We, the participants* of the first Biovision-UNICEF Children’s Forum, (6 to 14 March, 2007, Lyon, France) call on Biovisionaries from science, civil society, industry, government and international organizations to provide a platform to forge an intergenerational partnership which leads to concrete action toward attainment of the Millennium Development Goals

We have been selected to participate at the 5th World Life Sciences Forum to bring the voices, vision and hopes of children. Members of our group are involved in projects addressing small scale irrigation, environmental education, indigenous tree nurseries, HIV/AIDS advocacy, water quality monitoring, river restoration and other activities. These community-centered projects are making a difference where we live.

In our time together, we have learned how closely agriculture, environment and health relate to the Millennium Development Goals and to the projects that each of us lead in our communities. 

However, the unpleasant reality in many of our countries shows that the Millennium Development Goals are very far from being reached. Our communities cannot afford to wait for another generation to break the cycle of poverty. We need to act now and urge you to join us.  

The participation of children and young people in local actions addressing health, agriculture and environment as it impacts the survival and development of children involves a partnership across the generations within an atmosphere of mutual trust and the development of shared goals. 

We urge you to:

· Support our advocacy campaigns aimed at persuading and motivating decision-makers to recognize the benefits of involving children and young people in decision-making processes concerned with children’s rights.

· Mobilize science, society and industry to provide access to educational opportunities where we can acquire necessary skills to improve our environment, and promote healthy living for our families and communities.

· Advise us about how to collect relevant and current information to evaluate and support the local initiatives we are implementing in our communities.

· Provide opportunities available for children and young people to contribute to community development with their enthusiasm, idealism, experience and skills. For this, we will need access to financial and human resources from government, private sector and civil society

We need your help to:

· Plan fundraising campaigns for youth-led projects which address health, environment and agriculture.

· Promote civic education through media (ie: radio, television, cartoons, etc.) on how to promote healthy environments for healthy children.

To address the Biovision theme of Environment, we need your help to:

· Restore the environment, supporting activities such as planting trees, testing water quality and cleaning rivers;

· Promote the principle of involving children and young people in the design and management of safe water and sanitation facilities;

· Avoid dumping industrial waste, human excreta and plastic bags into our land and waterways;

· Sensitise and educate people, in particular children and young people on environmental issues for behaviour change;

· Establish/reinforce environmental laws and policies;

· Reduce air pollution by providing alternate sources of energy (ie: solar);

To address the Biovision theme of Agriculture, we need your help to:

· Make our voices heard by policy makers and local authorities on agricultural issues in our communities;

· Acquire technical knowledge and the tools to increase food production;

· Make water more accessible using new technologies in our community projects;

· Provide logistical support to local trainers from community based organizations to  reach out to remote areas;

To address the Biovision theme of Health, we need your help to: 

· Raise youth awareness on issues and situations concerning health so that they can avoid illness; 

· Promote good hygiene practices to prevent infections and disease;

· Improve and multiply healthcare facilities and make medical care affordable and accessible;

· Overcome HIV/AIDS (ie: changing behaviours) 

Our goal is to overcome poverty in all countries by helping children and young people to resolve problems in our communities, with the assistance of international organizations and local governments.

We are not asking for the moon. We are simply asking to be considered as partners in development efforts to ensure healthy food, safe water and sanitation to all children and to live in a world of peace. 

The time is now
14 March, 2007, Lyon, France

*The ten children are from: Burkina Faso, China, Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, Lao PDR, Malawi, Morocco, occupied Palestinian territories, Philippines and Tajikistan

