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I represent not only the 300 children, adolescents and young people here, but also children all over the world who suffer every day from the scourge of sexual exploitation. They need everyone’s strong and sincere commitment.

 

.

Why many children, adolescents and young people in my country have understood this great commitment. We belong to the National Movement of Children, Teenagers and Youths Peace Builders in which we work in a preventive way. With regard to the issue of child, adolescent and youth sexual exploitation, we teach them what their rights are, how they can defend them and what their obligations are towards the society. We believe and are very confident that a child, an adolescent or a youth who knows what his/her rights are, will be an empowered person. He/she will be aware of the social reality around him/her. As a result they can be a key player in transforming their environment. They will possess the necessary and appropriate tools to demand their rights, respect for others and fulfill their obligations.

Therefore we believe that it depends on each of us, to empower children, make them participative and capable of building their dreams. But this is not possible if there are children involved in realities such as neglect, violence or sexual exploitation. These are very sad realities, which mute their voices, marginalize them. That is why we are aware, that it is fair to fight together against child sexual exploitation. It is here we talk about responsibility and ask ourselves “What are we doing to change this reality?”, if we are doing well or not. If we are not doing something about it, we should feel ashamed. But here today, we are recognizing and accepting this issue, and that is why we must feel pride. This is only the beginning of a long, progressive and ambitious project, to which we are committed by being here today, to fulfill words with actions, which are aimed at completely eradicating this problem.

This is a favorable opportunity for governments to assess and ask themselves about what they have been doing to eradicate sexual exploitation; if they have really invested enough resources or not, and if they have laws to promote protection of children, adolescents and youths. If they do, it would be good to assess and really evaluate if these laws are being fulfilled. Governments must show their commitment and accept responsibilities, develop policies to protect and restore the rights of children and above all, ensure that there is full compliance of the same. 

It is important to create and build strategies for change, which are aimed at finding the root of a problem and their solutions. It is time for you to admit that it is necessary to eliminate harmful practices, political, cultural, philosophical and whatever kind of barriers that may not have allowed a strong change to this problem. That is why it is important to repeat and re-emphasize the importance of each government actively, responsibly and solitarily committing to fighting and eradicating sexual exploitation.  The issue does not distinguish among countries or languages, it affects and attacks any child, adolescent or youth, regardless of where he/she is from or what are his/her beliefs. For this reason, our dreams as children, adolescents, and youths is to call for the commitment of shared responsibility and teamwork; that the public and private enterprises, government organizations, NGOs, religious groups, media companies and civil society, strive together for children and their dreams because we are not only the future but we are the present. We need to be loved and prepared for the future. We are a present that is being abandoned and for which every one of us is responsible.

Hence the importance, that our voices should be heard and respected. We are very conscious of our commitment, of our responsibility with other children, and we need you as adults to value and listen to us, respect our points of view and our positions.  Make us feel important and part of something and include us in your projects. We want to work for this purpose as you do, for this cause that brings us together today. It would be very ironic to think of solutions to end children, adolescents and youth’s sexual exploitation and not include us actively in the implementation of these plans. We as children, adolescents and youth, have a very good purpose and ideas. We need to be heard, valued and cared for.  

We need to create projects, plans, programmes, strategies and policies to fight against sexual exploitation which help us to have a respectable, full and healthy life. We need that the document that will be constructed in this event, is not a simple piece of paper with good intentions and ideas but rather, it becomes a commitment letter for each of us. It would not be useful to have a lot of letters on paper, with aspirations for actions that will never be served. On the contrary, it would be useful that these letters take life in our actions, laws and policies for children and adolescents, in associated work, in global commissions, to ensure the effective compliance of public policy of confrontation against the sexual exploitation of children, adolescents and young people. The policy needs to ensure our participation in these areas and others such as the government structures. It is necessary that between all of us, spaces such as these are created, to conduct reflection, evaluation, and monitoring of commitments and empowerment of us as actors in the society, for which we have been marginalized for long time.

Finally, we are quite sure that the dreams and aspirations of children, adolescents and young people are clean and beautiful, and they require support; as an agent of the state, as a journalist, as a public or private employee, as a citizen, as a person. Our dreams should be reached and fulfilled, and if you do not allow us to experience the satisfaction of having reached them, there will be a huge chasm and a lot of sadness in our hearts, so it depends on all of us that the dreams of the children are fulfilled. 
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