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EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN
AND ADOLESCENTS

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
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Children and adolescents statements at thematic panels 
During World Congress III, 25-28 November 2008, Rio 
Panel 1

Theme 1: New dimensions of sexual exploitation and emerging challenges

We, the children and adolescents from every country would like to summarize our requests and ideas to stop sexual exploitation of children and adolescents. 

Our request is as follows: 

1. Governments should have laws on sexual exploitation of children and adolescents and should work on its enforcement. The laws should create awareness of this issue. There should be monitoring of these laws at every level of the government. 
2. There should be strict punishment for those who exploit children and adolescents. 

3. There should be psycho-social rehabilitation of the victims of sexual abuse and exploitation. 

4. Extend capacity of networks to prevent and protect children and adolescents from sexual exploitation. 
5. The schools, communities, parents, children and adolescents need to play an active role in preventing sexual exploitation of children and adolescents. 
6. There should be rehabilitation centers, early indicator centers for victims of sexual exploitation. The victims should be able to access these services. 

7. Enforce a public policy to prevent the perpetrator from committing this crime again. Provide the perpetrator psycho-social rehabilitation. 

8. Each country should have a specific organisation that has the authority to monitor the government policy related to child protection. The government needs to have a budget to fund activities that will help in preventing sexual exploitation of children and adolescents. 

On behalf of children and adolescents in every country, we would like to request every section, agency and government to have more collaboration to protect children and adolescents from sexual exploitation. We hope that children of the world will be happy and safe. 

Panel 2
Theme 2: Legal frameworks and enforcement
Children and adolescents all over the world would like to contribute to the process of fighting and increasing awareness on sexual exploitation of children and adolescents. This is a big problem that is growing in recent years. 

It is the first time that three hundred children and adolescents are coming together to talk about and decide what measures and actions to take to end sexual exploitation of children and adolescents. We ask for your commitment here today, to accept the decisions children have made here and follow up on them in your respective countries. 

We are urging governments to guarantee the enforcement of laws protecting children and adolescents and also to support the victims of sexual exploitation through rehabilitation programmes so that they can be reintegrated into the society. 

In addition, there have to be strict rules and regulations to overcome the problem of early marriage of children to older persons and other such harmful practices. 

We need strict legislation for zero tolerance of sexual exploitation of children and adolescents. 

It is important to establish an intersectoral committee to guarantee the enforcement of public policies against sexual exploitation of children and adolescents. It is also important to guarantee effective participation of children and adolescents in this committee. 

People always say we are the future of a nation, but we don’t think so. We are the present too. There is our existence. We want all legal systems to build upon our present and our future, with dignity. 

Panel 4
Theme 4: Role of the private sector and corporate social responsibility

The role of the internet, media and tourism is very important to stop sexual exploitation of children and adolescents. 
The internet must educate and protect children and adolescents through filtering programmes. There must be ways to report exploitation on the internet. 
Media has the responsibility to teach children how to protect themselves from sexual exploitation through the mass media like children’s magazines, comics, drama, TV programmes. The media should promote positive aspects of business corporations, with help from NGOs. 

With regard to tourism, we should fight this problem together with hotels, airports, trains and ports. We should present informative material on sexual exploitation, through specific phone lines and confidential websites, in every country. 

We hope that these solutions will help to stop sexual exploitation of children and adolescents. 
Panel 5
Theme 5: Strategies for international cooperation 

We are here representing children and adolescents from the whole world, contributing to the process of fighting and increasing awareness on sexual exploitation of children and adolescents. This is a big problem that is growing in recent years.

It is the first time that 300 children and adolescents are coming together to talk about and decide what measures and actions to take to end sexual exploitation of children and adolescents. We urgently need the governments to join us in our decisions. We ask for their commitment today, in their countries to accept the decisions children have made here and follow up on them. 

With regard to ‘governments and inter-governmental cooperation’, we want the following: 
1. Countries to adopt and implement bilateral and multilateral agreements and ensure regular monitoring in order to strengthen cross border law enforcement to stop trafficking and to protect the rights of all migrants. 
2. Governments and donors to commit more resources to strengthen and expand children’s regional network and actions against sexual exploitation of children and adolescents and to develop campaigns, plans, programmes, strategies and policies.  
3. The governments should meet at least once a year at the regional level to discuss the issue of sexual exploitation of children and adolescents and develop common strategies and measurable and time bound goals by involving organised children and youth to strengthen and broaden local mobilization. 
We are children, but we think we can change the world. Imagine a world without sexual exploitation! We need to come together as a team – adults, children and adolescents, governments and NGOs – to fight sexual exploitation of children and adolescents because we believe the future of the world is in our hands. 
For us to act, we need your support! We need to be heard! 
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