Introduction to Child Participation in the UN Secretary-General's Study on Violence against Children

The UN Secretary General’s Study on Violence against Children is a global initiative mandated by the General Assembly in 2001 (resolution 56/138) following a recommendation from the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. The recommendation called for an in-depth international study on violence against children that, “should lead to the development of strategies aimed at effectively preventing and combating all forms of violence against children, (and) outlining steps to be taken at the international level and by States to provide effective prevention, protection, intervention, treatment, recovery and reintegration”.  The Study will focus on violence related to:

“the intentional use of physical force or other forms of power, threatened or actual, against oneself, another person, or against a group or community, that either results in or has a high likelihood of resulting in injury, death, psychological harm, mal development or deprivation”.  

The Secretary-General of the United Nations appointed an Independent Expert, Professor Paulo Sergio Pinheiro to lead the Study, with direct support from the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and the World Health Organisation (WHO).  The Study will also rely on the broad participation of a range of other United Nations organisations, regional organizations, non-governmental organizations, and other parts of civil society, including national human rights institutions and others.  The active involvement of children and young people will be a key feature of the process.

Objectives of the UN Study

The UN Secretary General’s Study aims to provide an in-depth global picture of violence against children and propose clear recommendations for the improvement of legislation, policy and programmes relating to the prevention of and responses to violence against children.  It will document the magnitude, incidence and consequences of various types of violence against children according to locations including in the home and family, in the streets, in schools, in child institutions, and in the work place. For each type of violence against children addressed, the study will also review what is known about the causes and associated risk and protective factors. Gender and discrimination issues of will be considered as overarching concerns. 

Its focus will be on prevention strategies, in particular through the identification of best practices in prevention, including those designed by children. It will also survey legal responses to violence and services for children who have been its victims, again including interventions designed by children; furthermore, the study will describe the evidence demonstrating which interventions work, which are promising, and which have been shown to be ineffective.  The study will also seek to generate sharing approaches to the issue, in particular from a South-to-South perspective.

Children and Young People’s Participation in the UN Study on Violence against children

"Child participation means children and young people (0-18) thinking for themselves, expressing effectively, and interacting in a positive way with other people.  It means involving boys and girls in the responding/decisions that affect their lives, the lives of their family and community and the larger society in which they live in."  
Children's right to participation and their active part in decisions that affect them are embedded in the UN CRC. Many local, national, regional and global processes in the last few years have demonstrated the added value in including children in programme and project cycles. Children have participated as individuals and as collectives. They have participated in assessing child rights situations, in planning and designing initiatives/ projects. They have also participated as active implementing partners and partners in monitoring and evaluations. Furthermore, children are increasingly recognised as social actors and citizens, as advocates of their own rights.  

The UN study and the national/regional consultations provide a platform for including effective and meaningful participation of girls and boys acting on the voices/concerns and recommendations and recognising children’s action against violence. Organisations working with children should strive towards ensuring that all citizens, including children, have the right and the opportunity to participate and be involved in decision-making that impact their lives. Conscious action must be ensured to include girls and boys in programmes and events to ensure that issues important to them do not get subsumed.

These children and young people have a right to be partners and their experience and resources should be utilized. It is in this spirit that the Europe and Central Asia Working Group on Child Participation in the UN Study on Violence against Children supports meaningful, good quality children’s participation that gives children a genuine opportunity to express their views, be involved in decisions or take action.
Meaningful children’s participation is characterised by:
· An ethical approach and a commitment to transparency, honesty and accountability (impact on decision-making).

· A safe approach in which children’s protection rights are safeguarded.

· A non-discriminatory approach that ensures that all children (regardless of their class, gender, ability, language, ethnicity, sexual preference, religion, etc.) have an equal opportunity to be involved.

· A ‘child-friendly’ approach, which enables children to contribute to the best of their abilities (good information, availability of venues, procedures and support that encourage rather than hinder children’s involvement).

The OBJECTIVES of the Girls and Boys’ Participation in the Regional Consultation for the UN Study on Violence against Children: 

· To ensure that girls and boys actively share their voices and more importantly their actions, tools and processes against violence 

· To ensure that girls and boys actively advocate their recommendations and actions against Violence with government, planners and policy makers

· To ensure that boys and girls are voices and recommendations are incorporated regional thematic contributions to the UN Study. 
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