Bulgaria 2006 – 2009

I. Progress on key indicators

	Indicator
	Value
	Year
	Value
	Year

	Child population (millions, under 18 years)
	1.4
	2003
	1.3
	2007

	U5MR (per 1,000 live births)
	15
	2003
	12a
	2007

	Underweight (%, moderate and severe)
	
	
	2.5
	2007

	Maternal mortality ratio (per 100,000 live births) 
	15
	1992/1994
	7b
	2006

	Primary school enrolment (% net, male/female) 
	94/92
	2000/2001
	93/92
	2006

	Survival rate to last primary grade (%)*
	95
	1999/2000
	95
	2005

	Use of improved drinking water sources (%)
	100
	2002 
	99
	2006

	Use of improved sanitation facilities (%)
	 
	 
	99
	2006

	Adult HIV prevalence rate (%)
	< 0.1
	2003
	0.05c
	2007

	GNI per capita (US$)
	2130
	2003
	4590
	2007

	One-year-olds immunized with DPT3 (%)
	96
	2003
	95
	2007

	One-year-olds immunized with measles vaccine (%)
	96
	2003
	96
	2007


*Baseline data refer to primary school children reaching grade 5.

a National MDG report 2008: has a NSI U5MR data of  11 per 1,000 live births.

b The 2005 estimate developed by WHO/UNICEF/UNFPA and the World Bank, adjusted for under-reporting and misclassification of maternal deaths, is 1,100 per 100,000 live births. 
For more information, see http://www.childinfo.org/areas/maternalmortality/ 

c Ministry of Health data.
II. Progress on key MTSP indicators 2005 – 2009

Gender review of the country programme undertaken.
Focus Area I – Young child survival and development

· National programme partially or fully promotes good parenting and has specific strategies to reach marginalized families and children;

· National development plan partially or fully incorporates explicit programmes and targets for achieving the MDG target on sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation.

Focus Area II – Basic education and gender equality
· National standards for monitoring school or developmental readiness partially or fully established;
· Standardized tests for measuring learning achievement, linked to the national curriculum introduced.
Focus Area III – HIV / AIDS and Children

· HIV/AIDS education integrated partially or fully into the national curriculum at the secondary level.

Focus Area IV – Child Protection from violence, exploitation and abuse

· Child friendly and gender appropriate investigation and court procedures used partially or fully for children;

· Policies established on the provision of alternative care for children, in line with international standards.

Focus Area V – Policy Advocacy and Partnerships for Child Rights

· National development plan addresses key challenges for children, women and gender equality.
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	1. Key Results Expected 
	2. Key Progress 

	3. Description of  Results Achieved 
	4. Constraints and facilitating factors 

	1.1. At least 30% of vulnerable families provide appropriate care and nutrition for child survival, growth and development; model to be documented and integrated into national policies.
	1.1.1 % of families that provide care in accordance to the established key child rearing practices. 

Baseline: 0 

Progress: National study on child care and nutrition conducted; to be finalized.
1.1.2 Revised national policies and plans available that adopt the model for provision of care by vulnerable families.

Baseline (2005): Professional standards for pediatricians only. 

Progress (2007): Early Learning and Development Standards (ELDS) drafted. 
	Draft ELDS 0-3 have been completed; these are pending age and content validation. Early childhood development and, prevention of abandonment and child upbringing in family environment, has been included as strategic priority in the National Strategy for the Child 2008-2018. 


	The complex and innovative nature of the national study led to unforeseen delays and additional need for international technical expertise towards its finalization. Outcomes have been revised during the MTR.  


	2.1. The proportion of children – especially girls – from Roma minority group and remote communities who drop out and do not survive to Grade 5 is reduced by 30% and those who do not complete compulsory secondary education (Grade 9) is reduced by 10% in selected geographic areas as a model for national expansion.
	2.1.1Net Enrolment/Net Attendance Ratio (NER/NAR) disaggregated by gender, ethnicity and residence.

Baseline: data for indicator not available at municipal level. 

2.1.2 % of children who dropped out of school before grade 5, disaggregated by gender, ethnicity and residence. 

Information on ethnicity is not officially collected and is therefore excluded from the reporting on the indicator.  

a) Municipality of Dimitrovgrad
2006-2007: 0.53%; 2007-2008: 0.19%

girls: 48%; boys: 52%

b) Municipality of Oriahovo 

2006-2007: 0.87% ; 2007-2008: 0.48%

girls: 49%; boys: 51%

2.2.3 % of children dropping out of school between grades 5-8 disaggregated by gender, ethnicity and residence. 

(administrative data is collected for grades 5-8)
a) Municipality of Dimitrovgrad

2006-2007: 1.69%; 2007-2008: 0.46%

girls: 48%; boys: 52%

b) Municipality of Oriahovo 

2006-2007: 1.97%; 2007-2008: 2.09%

girls: 49%; boys: 51%

Source: The above represent the drop-out rates by gender and residence, as reported in the administrative data from the Regional Educational Inspectorates.  
2.2.4 Revised national policies and plans that incorporate innovative approaches for the prevention of drop-out available.

Baseline (2005): n/a/ 

Progress (2008): Draft national plan for prevention of drop-out developed. 
	Local strategies for prevention of drop-outs designed and adopted in two pilot regions. Tool for risk assessment and new measures developed and adopted.  National Strategy and Plan of Action on Prevention of School Drop Outs and Increase of School Coverage 2009-2013, including national budget and measurable indicators, developed in a cross-sectoral manner by the Ministry of Education and submitted to the Council of ministers for adoption in 2009.  
	 System gaps in the information and data collection in the education system. At the same time the national study on causes of drop-outs, has led to the development of a National program for prevention of drop-outs and National project for school coverage of children in grades 1-4, funded by European Structural Funds. 

	3.1. 60% of adolescents (10-18)* know how to protect themselves from HIV/AIDS.

	3.1.1 % of young people aged 15-24 who both correctly identify ways of preventing the sexual transmission of HIV and who reject major misconceptions about HIV transmission. 
Baseline (2005): 15.5 % of which 14.3% are boys and 16.6% are girls. 

Progress (2006): 19.2 % of which 17.72 % boys and 20.71% girls. 

(*NB. The age span of the indicator has been changed from 10-18 to 15-24 to match the national indicators monitored by the National program on HIV/AIDS.)
Source: National reports to UNAIDS and UNGASS published by Ministry of Health. 


	Life-skills based health education under implementation in approximately 20 municipalities in Bulgaria. The national model for life-skills building among children in specialized institutions developed, evaluated and applied in all homes for upbringing children without parental care. Model proposed for adoption by National authorities and included in the new National program for prevention and control of HIV/AIDS 2008-2015. The model for school health policy developed, piloted, evaluated in 15 schools in 3 municipalities. Model proposed and adopted by the National program for prevention and control on HIV/AIDS 2008-2015. 
	Life-skills based health education still taught as part of the elective curriculum.

	3.2. At least 30% of most at risk adolescents are utilizing services (in demonstration areas) to reduce their risk and vulnerability to HIV/STI. 

	3.2.1 % of clients of the Center for integrated health services in Pernik municipality who are most-at-risk adolescents and are aged 10-24, using its services. . 
Baseline (2005): 0. 

Progress (2007-2008) 

· 21.3% increase in the overall number of clients of the center. 

· 93% increase in the clients aged 10-24

3.2.2 Average number of the clients per month who have used the services of the center in Pernik: 

2006: 18; 2007: 52; 2008: 63

Source: UNICEF reports
	Model center for integrated health services has been established in Pernik Municipality and proposed for inclusion in national policy documents. 


	The lack of regulation of combined services – health, education and social – currently prevents national scale up . However, the National program for prevention and control of HIV/AIDS 2008-2015 includes youth-friendly health services as a priority for national scale up. 

	3.3 50% of municipalities have mechanisms in place that enable girls and boys, including those marginalized and most-at-risk, to actively participate in the formulation of policies and strategies concerning their interest, including HIV/STI prevention.
	% of municipalities with youth parliaments or youth councils

3.3.1 Baseline (2005): 15% 
Progress (2007): 19% 
Source: Youth Parliaments Data

	Child Friendly Municipality Concept adapted and disseminated amongst all 264 municipalities. The model requires the introduction of a child/NGO/CSO participation in decision making at local level. 17 municipalities received special training on the introduction of the Child Friendly Local Planning. 25 municipalities working on receiving the Child Friendly Municipality Status. 
	. 

	4.1 National policies and legislation on the minimum service package for child protection developed. 


	4.1.1. National policy documents in place (proposed new indicator) 
Baseline (2006): No policy or legislative provisions for a minimum package of social services.

Progress (2008): 1. Concept for the implementation of the minimum package of social services developed and proposed to government. 2. Functional Analysis of the Child Protection System conducted. 3. Proposed amendments to the Child Protection Act for the introduction of a minimum package of social services.
Source: Government and UNICEF Reports

4.1.2 Ratio between the number of children in residential institutions and the number of children in alternative family care.

Baseline (2005):1. Children in alternative family type care are 44% of children in institutions. (9,776 children in institutions; 29 children in foster care 3,755 children re-integrated in the wider family, and 613 national adoptions.)
Source: State Agency for Child Protection data and reports

Progress (2008): Children in alternative family type care are 85% of children in institutions. 8,019 children in institutions, 6,820 children in alternative family type care (5,892 placed with relatives; 135 in foster care; 793 children are adopted). 
	Draft concept for minimum package of social services developed in consultation with stakeholders from both government and NGO sector. National Strategy for the Child 2008-2018 adopted and review of all legislative provisions for children carried out by the government provided specific recommendations for strengthening the child protection system. UNICEF analysis informed recommendations.

	The introduction of a minimum package of services in practice requires additional time due to consuming legislative process. However, deinstitutionalization has become a key priority in the child welfare reform of the government.  

	4.2. 30% increase in the number of client (children and families at risk) from selected areas that have access to social services in accordance with the new standards.
	4.2.1 Number of children and families covered by alternative social services after introduction of social services package in selected areas, disaggregated by type of services. (Indicator changed, due to lack of reliable data on child population and number of families at municipal level). 
Baseline (2006): Foster Family in demo region (Stara Zagora);   65 children and young adults in one institution for children with disabilities in Rousse region (2007), no small family type home for children with disabilities.
No National Hotline service for children.

No “School without violence” programs piloted and/or adopted. 
Source: State Agency for Child Protection data and report. 
Progress (2008): 19 foster families in Stara Zagora; Small family type of home for children with disabilities model developed and functioning (15 small family type of homes for all children functioning on national level);
National Hotline for Prevention of Violence operational. (140,000 calls, 2,200 serious cases of violence.);  

7 pilot Schools without Violence, reaching almost 4,000 students. 

Source: : State agency for Child Protection, Agency for Social Assistance data and reports, UNICEF Reports
	The Regional Foster Care model developed and piloted in Stara Zagora. Support for closing one institution for children with disabilities provided. Model documented for national scale up. 

First Family Type Home for Children with Disabilities developed and standards for Small Family Type Homes for children with disabilities developed.

National model for hotline for children victims of violence has been developed. The State Agency for Child protection has allocated 325,000 EURO from the state budget for the operation of the National Hotline for Prevention of Violence for 2009. 
The “Whole School Approach to Prevention of Violence” model has been piloted in 7 schools, reaching almost 4,000 students. Its evaluation in 2009 will inform policy recommendations for further national scale up under the structural funds. 
	Allocation from the national budget for the National Hotline for Prevention of Violence. Prevention of violence included in the programme and funding priorities of Ministry of Education and Science. However, the recent decentralization reforms in the education sector have affected the pace of adoption of models for school policy on national development. 

	5.1  National and regional child focused strategic plans based on human rights approach and results-based management principles developed and monitored
	5.1.1. Integrated plan for children adopted and its implementation monitored by the Government.

Baseline (2006):  No Integrated plan; 22 different strategies/plans for children

 Progress (2008): Integrated plan for the implementation of CRC 2006-2009 and National Strategy for the child 2008-2018

Source: UNICEF reports 
5.1.2 Child focused regional strategic plans available and implementation started in three pilot regions.

 Baseline (2006):  No regional strategic plans for service development

 Progress (2008): 3 regional plans for the development of social service
Source: UNICEF reports and institutional agreements.
	Integrated plan for the implementation of the CRC 2006-2009 adopted by Council of Ministers in 2006. Implementation is monitored by the State Agency for Child Protection. Regional planning methodology developed. Testing of the methodology in one region started in 2008.
	The Integrated plan was not supported with specific budget lines, which hampered the implementation of planned objectives. The monitoring system of the State Agency for Child Protection needs to be strengthened. Additionally, comprehensive Regional Plans for Social Services at regional level are now being put into action.




	5.2 Civil society organizations and other stakeholders participate in planning, implementing, monitoring and evaluating child protection programs;


	5.2.1 % of NGOs/CSOs that participate in planning, implementation monitoring and evaluation of child protection programmes. 

Baseline (2006): Fragmented involvement of NGOs/CSOs in policy making National Network for Children

Progress (2007): 45 % of the Members of the National Council for Child Protection are NGOs/CSOs. 110 NGOs member of NGO alliance in support of deinstitutionalization and development of community based services for children

5.2.2 There is a system for outsourcing social protection services to NGOs/CSOs.

Baseline (2006): 99 licenses for provision of social Services for children and families issued by SACP
Progress (2008) 298 licenses for provision of social Services for children and families issued by State Agency for Child Protection (SACP)
Source: State agency for Child Protection
	An Alliance of NGOs was established in support of planning and development of alternative social services, including 110 NGOs working on child related programmes at regional and local level. The Social Assistance Act and its implementing regulations provide for the outsourcing of social services to NGOs. 
	NGOs have been very supportive of UNICEF supported programme and are readily participating in strategic planning and advocacy. However, there is no system in place to assess reliably the ratio of NGO/CSO participation in local planning. Some NGOs that have received license are not delivering the services, but no system is as yet in place for monitoring the status.
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