The following is a set of recommendations submitted by the United Nations Indigenous Youth Caucus (IYC) during the Seventh Session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. The IYC is comprised of Indigenous youth from various States, organizations, socio-economical, and cultural backgrounds. We courteously ask of the Permanent Forum and Secretariat to consider and accept these recommendations. 

In 2007 the members of the IYC united and drafted a set of recommendations which were presented to the Permanent Forum, requesting that the IYC be recognized by the PFII and Secretariat. This was the first step to the unification of the IYC(Refer to Annex 1). We are proud to say that the PFII and Secretariat recognized the IYC as a working caucus (Refer to Annex 2).

This year during the Seventh Session, the IYC convened each day to discuss the various issues and concern of Indigenous Youth worldwide. These discussions led to the collective development and presentation of several statements to the Forum; statements on Environment and Climate Change, Indigenous Languages, Human Rights and Child & Youth Issues. (Refer to Annex 3 a, b, c, & d)

The recommendations that have been outlined in the previous statements of the IYC will be available for all at http://projects.takingitglobal.org/indigenous. References can be made on printed documents. 

The IYC has developed a United Nations Indigenous Youth Caucus project page that will allow members to stay in contact, while allowing new members access to information of past proceedings, statements, recommendations, and work of the caucus; our project page is graciously hosted by Taking It Global in partnership with the Global Youth Action Network. This year’s work of the IYC has appointed1 a Chairperson, Co-Chair, a Media and Public Relations Representative, as well as a Communications Officer.

We have been fortunate enough to be provided with support from our Community Organizations, Senior Officials, and various UN Agencies. We continue to seek support from other organizations that have not been able to provide opportunities for youth representatives from their homelands to partipicate in the UNPFII.

We seek the continued support of the Permanent Forum and the Secretariat, and would also request that consideration be given to create2 an expert group meeting on recruiting and training of youth from various Indigenous Peoples communities worldwide so that the work of the forum may continue in a proper manner as generations continue.

The United Nations International Indigenous Youth Caucus urges the adoption of the following recommendations:

· We request Forum to encourage the individual agencies of the Interagency Support group take action to include and invite Indigenous youth representation at appropriate meetings of the respective agencies. This will ensure that Indigenous Youth voice is fully incorporated into economic and social development worldwide. 

· We request that the Forum include indigenous youth representation at panel discussions regarding the PFII.

· We request that the Forum encourage member States to allocate resources into the voluntary fund earmarked for youth participation at the UNPFII and other UN expert working group meetings. In addition, we request the Forum nominate a youth representative in the administration of the voluntary fund. 

· We request the Forum encourage member States that are financially able to ensure that indigenous youth participants are part of their delegation and liaison with the Indigenous Youth Caucus at the PFII sessions.

· We request the Forum recommend the PFII consider producing a cultural-academic event, scheduled around and/or during the PFII. The Indigenous Youth Caucus would be dedicated to the preparation and implementation of such activity. The indigenous youth caucus is comprised of highly skilled event planners, organizers, coordinators and would volunteer their skills set to such event planning.


During the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues Seventh Session the IYC presented four statements regarding the following topics: Climate Change (Item 3), Human Rights(Item 5), Indigenous Languages (Item 7), and Indigenous Children and Youth (Item 8a). The following is a summary of the recommendations put forward by the IYC. We graciously request the Secretariat and Forum consider these recommendations.
We request the adoption of the following recommendations on Climate Change (Item 3)
1) We ask that the Forum use their public influence to impress upon the world the importance of acknowledging global climate change, and the amount of expediency that we need to address it with. Implementing clean, just, sustainable and renewable energy practices along with localized economies can address the problem that we all face. 

2) We ask that you hold parties responsible for major sources of pollution and emissions of greenhouse gasses accountable, such as3 enforcing and upholding stricter global pollution regulations that will be headed by polluting parties. We are calling for a moratorium on new fossil fuel development in indigenous territories and support Indigenous Peoples’ rights to oppose carbon trading.

3) We respectfully request that you provide support to communities that directly suffer from the adverse effects of climate change, for if we act now not only can we reverse harm done to indigenous lands but stop the further degradation which would be left to the next generation of indigenous peoples if left untreated. We also recognize that any assistance given now would be exponentially less then that needed if these problems continue.

4) Due to the fact that animal agriculture contributes such a large portion of greenhouse gas emissions, land consumption and deforestation we strongly urge the United Nations to research and recommend to relevant government agencies new sustainable and ecologically sound food production systems for the world.

5) In support of previous youth caucuses we call for full and effective participation and support of Indigenous youth in all discussions and decision-making processes concerning Indigenous rights. We request the Permanent Forum to establish a permanent youth component of the UNPFII (United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues). What we are asking for is support from the UN to help facilitate youth involvement in the annual forums.

We request the adoption of the following recommendations on Human Rights (Item5)
1) For Nation-States to fully implement Article 7 and 8 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

2) For the UN to encourage and ensure that State governments impart the information within the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples to Indigenous youth. 

3) For Nation-States to recognize and fully incorporate Indigenous youth voice into the discourse of human rights violations. 

4) For the UN to encourage Nation-States to educate their populations on the rights of Indigenous Peoples.

We request the adoption of the following recommendations on Indigenous Languages ( Item 7): 
1) For Nation-States to affirm the validity of Indigenous languages

2) For culturally sensitive educational programs to be implemented in indigenous communities excluding imposed Western pedagogical curriculums and standards

3) For Nation-States to fully implement Article 13 and 14 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

4) For the UN to recognize the Indigenous Youth Caucus as effective and intrinsic parts of the discourse and developments of indigenous language revitalization efforts.

We request the adoption of the following recommendations on Indigenous Children and Youth (item 8a) 

· To encourage the empowerment, participation and capacity building of indigenous youth on issues such as policy implementation, international/national mechanisms of human rights, leadership and other skills.

· recognizing positive examples such as the Indigenous Youth Empowerment for a Borderless Region project carried out in Central America.

· The eventual membership of Indigenous Youth as Permament Forum Members. 

· That the Permanent Forum support initiatives that strengthen and guarantee indigenous youth empowerment for our effective participation on different levels and decision making processes.

Suggested changes

1. The work of this year's IYC consists of the appointment of an interim chair person, co-chair person, a media and Public Relations Representative, as well as a Communications officer and Secretary.

1.b (Chris) 

The work of this UNPFII,IYC consists of the development of positions such as chair person, co-chair person, media and public relations officers, ans well as a communications officer and secretary. Several positions have been filled on an interim basis, and more work will continue to fill the vacant positions with appropriate well skilled Indigenous youth within the IYC. 

2. ...to the creation of...

3. ...by...

